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PURPOSE: 
A request by the High Point Preservation Society for approval of a historic marker to recognize the 
Village of Florence that is proposed to be located on Penny Road near the intersection with East Fork 
Road.     

 

BACKGROUND: 
The Historic Preservation Commission is designated by the Historic Marker Policy to review and 
evaluate all proposed roadside historic markers prior to consideration by City Council. This roadside 
historic marker request is the twelfth request under the City’s roadside Historic Marker Policy. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
The High Point Preservation Commission is purchasing this marker. 
 

RECOMENDATION/ACTION REQUESTED: 
A. Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommended approval of this request as outlined in the attached staff report. 
 
B. Historic Preservation Commission Action    

On August 9, 2023, the Historic Preservation Commission recommended approval of this request 
by a vote of 8-0. 

 

TITLE:  Historic Marker Request 
(Village of Florence) 

FROM:  Sushil Nepal, AICP 
Planning & Development Director 

MEETING DATE:  October 2, 2023 

PUBLIC HEARING: No ADVERTISED DATE/BY: NA 

ATTACHMENTS: A.  Historic Preservation Commission Recommendation 
B.  Staff Report 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
 
Historic Marker Request recognizing the Village of Florence  
 
At its August 9, 2023 meeting, the Historic Preservation Commission reviewed a 
request for a historic marker recognizing the Village of Florence. Eight members of the 
Commission were present. Mr. David Fencl, Senior Planner, presented the request 
and recommended approval of the request as outlined in the staff report. 

 
The Historic Preservation Commission determined that the proposed marker met 
the minimum evaluation criteria of the Historic Marker Policy, which includes the 
site’s significance occurred at least 50 years before the request, no other public or 
private markers recognize the Village of Florence, and the location of the 
proposed marker is within the corporate limits. The Historic Preservation 
Commission also determined that the proposed marker will be consistent in 
appearance with existing City markers and recommended approval of the historic 
marker request, as recommended by staff, by a vote of 8-0.   

 



Planning & Development  
 

Development Services Division 
 
 
 
 

 
To: Historic Preservation Commission Members   

From: David Fencl, Senior Planner  

 

 

 

Meeting Date: August 9, 2023   

Subject: Village of Florence Historic Marker Request by the High Point Preservation 
Society  

              
 

PURPOSE: 
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is designated by the Historic Marker Policy to 
review all requests for historic markers to be located in public street rights-of-way. The HPC 
shall first determine whether the request meets the minimum evaluation criteria outlined in 
the policy, and if the request meets the minimum evaluation criteria, the HPC shall then 
evaluate the request based on relevant criteria as determined by the HPC.  
 
The following criteria must be present and factually correct in order for the HPC to review 
any request for placement of a marker: 
 

1. Any site or event requested to be recognized must be at least 50 years old and for 
any individual to be recognized with a marker, the individual’s contribution that is 
the subject of the request must have occurred as least 50 years before the request. 

2. There may not be any current markers, public or private, currently recognizing the 
site or event within the City of High Point. 

3. The location requested to be recognized must be within the corporate limits of the 
City of High Point and within public view. 

 
Requests for markers shall be evaluated based on relevant criteria as determined by the HPC, 
including the following: 
 

1. Is each historical claim by the applicant presenting the request supported by 
documentation or other evidence of the claim’s validity?  Documentation should 
consist of primary sources that were created at the time of the event and may include 
tax records, deeds, newspaper articles, meeting minutes, photographs, etc.  Secondary 
sources may be submitted to help provide context and justify the significance of the 
event, person, or location. 

2. In an attempt to avoid repetition and promote diversity in the recognitions, is the 
requested site, event or individual closely related to a site, event or individual 
accomplishment that has already been recognized with a Marker?  

3. Has the site, event, or individual contribution maintained its significance over time?   
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4. Is the site, event or individual recognized outside of High Point at state wide, 
national, or international levels? 

5. Marker proposals will be rejected if the Commission cannot authenticate or verify the 
historical information to its satisfaction.  The Commission shall make the deciding 
rule if there is conflicting evidence. 
 

STAFF ANALYSIS: 
According to the information supplied with this Historic Marker Request, the Village of Florence 
was established in the 1840s by members of the Deep River Friends Meeting. By the 1850s the 
Village of Florence had 11 dwellings, a general store, two smith shops, one wood shop, and two 
gun shops. In 1853, the Florence Female Academy was erected and managed by the Quakers. 
Penny Road was named the Fayetteville Road, and East Fork Road was the Jamestown Road.  
 
In the early days of the Civil War many citizens of the Village of Florence, including one free 
black family, moved west in a caravan of twenty-five covered wagons to abandon the slave 
economy of the new country they found themselves in, the Confederate States of America. After 
the war, the mixed-race Florence community included members of Turner Chapel A.M.E. church 
and the Gardner and Hill Store at the crossroads was considered the best this side of Greensboro. 
In 1875 Julius A. Richardson established a buggy shop that was joined by the Briggs Brothers 
Buggy Shop in 1881. In the 1880s, a school for Black students was established in Florence and 
around 1912 a larger school was re-established near Turner Chapel and the Florence Memorial 
Masonic Lodge #719 as a Rosenwald School. Today, only two of the original houses remain 
standing in addition to the Florence Female Academy.  
 
The historic Village of Florence represents an important site in terms of mixed racial heritage in 
the mid-nineteenth century, a feature that was rare in Guilford County and the South. The historic 
marker recognizing the historic Village of Florence is proposed to be erected on Penny Road, 
near the intersection of East Fork Road.    
 
Staff believes that this historic marker request meets the minimum evaluation criteria due to the 
Village of Florence’s period of significance being more than 50 years ago, there are no other 
historic markers recognizing the Village of Florence and the marker’s proposed location is within 
the City of High Point and within public view. The applicant has submitted information that 
documents the history and significance of the historic Village of Florence.  
 
RECOMMENDATION / ACTION REQUESTED: 
Staff recommends the Historic Preservation Commission recommend approval of the historic 
marker request recognizing the historic Village of Florence. This historic marker request 
meets the minimum evaluation criteria, and with the documentation submitted, staff believes 
this request meets all of the relevant evaluation criteria of the Historic Marker Policy.   

 
 

Attachments:  Village of Florence Historic Marker Request and Supporting 
Documentation   
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