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PURPOSE: 

A request by Yalik’s African American Art & Cultural Movement in partnership with the 

Washington Street Historical Preservation Society, DRIVE High Point Foundation, and Visit 

High Point for approval of a historic marker to recognize Greenhill Cemetery to be located on the 

south side of the cemetery, 350 feet from the corner of Meredith Street and R.C. Baldwin Avenue.   
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

The Historic Preservation Commission is designated by the Historic Marker Policy to review 

and evaluate all proposed roadside historic markers prior to consideration by City Council. 

This roadside historic marker request is the tenth request under the City’s roadside Historic 

Marker Policy. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 

Yalik’s African American Art and Cultural Movement is purchasing this marker.    
 

 
RECOMMENDATION / ACTION REQUESTED: 
A. Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommended approval of this request as outlined in the attached staff report. 
 
B. At its November 10, 2021 meeting, the Historic Preservation Commission reviewed a 

request for a historic marker recognizing Greenhill Cemetery. Six members of the 
Commission were present. Mr. David Fencl, Senior Planner, presented the request and 
recommended approval of the request as outlined in the staff report. 

 
The Historic Preservation Commission determined that the proposed marker met the 

minimum evaluation criteria of the Historic Marker Policy, which includes the site’s 

significance occurred at least 50 years before the request, no other public or private markers 



recognize Greenhill Cemetery, and the location of the proposed marker is within the 

corporate limits. The Historic Preservation Commission also determined that the proposed 

marker will be consistent in appearance with several existing City markers and recommended 

approval of the historic marker request, as recommended by staff, by a vote of 6-0.   
 



Planning & Development  
 

Development Services Division 
 
 
 
 

 
To: Historic Preservation Commission Members   

From: David Fencl, Senior Planner  

 

 

 

Meeting Date: November 10, 2021   

Subject: Greenhill Cemetery Historic Marker Request by Yalik’s African-American 
Art & Cultural Movement, in partnership with the Washington Street 
Historical Preservation Society, DRIVE High Point Foundation, Visit High 
Point, and the City of High Point 

              
 

PURPOSE: 
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is designated by the Historic Marker Policy to 
review all requests for historic markers to be located in public street rights-of-way. The HPC 
shall first determine whether the request meets the minimum evaluation criteria outlined in 
the policy, and if the request meets the minimum evaluation criteria, the HPC shall then 
evaluate the request based on relevant criteria as determined by the HPC.  
 
The following criteria must be present and factually correct in order for the HPC to review 
any request for placement of a marker: 
 

1. Any site or event requested to be recognized must be at least 50 years old and for 
any individual to be recognized with a marker, the individual’s contribution that is 
the subject of the request must have occurred as least 50 years before the request. 

2. There may not be any current markers, public or private, currently recognizing the 
site or event within the City of High Point. 

3. The location requested to be recognized must be within the corporate limits of the 
City of High Point and within public view. 

 
Requests for markers shall be evaluated based on relevant criteria as determined by the HPC, 
including the following: 
 

1. Is each historical claim by the applicant presenting the request supported by 
documentation or other evidence of the claim’s validity?  Documentation should 
consist of primary sources that were created at the time of the event and may include 
tax records, deeds, newspaper articles, meeting minutes, photographs, etc.  Secondary 
sources may be submitted to help provide context and justify the significance of the 
event, person, or location. 

2. In an attempt to avoid repetition and promote diversity in the recognitions, is the 
requested site, event or individual closely related to a site, event or individual 
accomplishment that has already been recognized with a Marker?  
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3. Has the site, event, or individual contribution maintained its significance over time?   
4. Is the site, event or individual recognized outside of High Point at state wide, 

national, or international levels? 
5. Marker proposals will be rejected if the Commission cannot authenticate or verify the 

historical information to its satisfaction.  The Commission shall make the deciding 
rule if there is conflicting evidence. 
 

STAFF ANALYSIS: 
According to the information supplied with this Historic Marker Request, the city purchased 6 
acres of property for $750 on the east side of the city to establish a cemetery for African 
American residents in January 1910. The first burial in what is now called Greenhill Cemetery 
took place in August 1910. Prior to the establishment of Greenhill Cemetery, African Americans 
had been buried in Oakwood Cemetery. Greenhill Cemetery now covers eleven acres and 
consists of 1250 burial plots.  
 
Greenhill Cemetery is the final resting place for many prominent African American families, 
educators, politicians, preachers, doctors, and lawyers. Among those buried at Greenhill includes 
Willis R. Hinton, who was born into slavery and eventually owned and operated the Hinton 
Hotel on Washington Street; Alfred J. Griffin, Principal of High Point Normal and Industrial 
School from 1897-1923 and William Penn High School from 1923-1930; Reverend William 
Blair, presiding elder of St. Stephens A.M.E. Zion Church and John Coltrane’s grandfather; John 
and Nannie Kilby, business pioneers and owners of the Kilby Hotel; Dr. Garland Alfonso 
Gerran, who was High Point’s first black doctor to set up practice in the 1890s; and E.E. 
Curtwright, who became Principal of William Penn High School following A.J. Griffin and had 
joined the staff in 1902.  
 
Staff believes that this historic marker request meets the minimum evaluation criteria due to 
Greenhill Cemetery being established more than 50 years ago, there are no other historic markers 
recognizing Greenhill Cemetery and the marker’s proposed location is within the City of High 
Point and within public view. The applicant has submitted copies of primary resources, such as a 
1910 High Point Enterprise article and City Council minutes documenting the purchase and 
payment for the cemetery property, a newspaper article documenting the first burial in the 
cemetery and city plans documenting cemetery plots dated 1952 and 1959.   
 
RECOMMENDATION / ACTION REQUESTED: 
Staff recommends the Historic Preservation Commission recommend approval of the historic 
marker request for Greenhill Cemetery. This historic marker request meets the minimum 
evaluation criteria, and with the documentation submitted with this request, staff believes this 
request meets the relevant evaluation criteria of the Historic Marker Policy.   

 
 

Attachments:  Greenhill Cemetery Historic Marker Location Map  
Historic Marker Request and Documentation   
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HISTORIC MARKER REQUEST

Proposed marker location)

Proposed Historic Marker

Greenhill Cemetery

)



City of High Point Historic Marker Request 

 

The cast aluminum roadside marker falls under the new City of High Point Historic Marker Policy.  The 

marker will be manufactured by Sewah, Inc., a company who manufacturers for NC State Highway 
Historic markers.  The wording was written by Jerry Mingo, President of the Burnshill Neighborhood 
Association.  

We would like to use the following shape mounted on a 7-foot post with the city seal.  The following meas-

urements and costs of the roadside marker are from Sewah Studios in Marietta, Ohio, who make many state 

roadside markers in cast aluminum and bronze throughout the US, including those for NC. 

 

Size:  30”x 42” Georgia pattern 

Style:  Georgia Pattern 

Post:  7foot mounting post 

Letters:  1 inch 

(Same copy both sides.) 

Green Hill Cemetery was established in 1910 for $750 
when the city of High Point purchased 6 acres of land 
for burial of its colored citizens.  Today the cemetery is 
situated on approximately 11 acres of land and consists 
of 1250 burial plots.  Rich in history, Greenhill Ceme-
tery is the final resting place for many prominent Afri-
can American families, educators, politicians, preach-
ers, doctors, lawyers.  Among those laid to rest are 210 
veterans who served in WWI, WWII, Korean War, and 
the Vietnam War.   

Erected by Yalik’s African American Art & Cultural Movement, in partnership with the Washington Street 
Historical Preservation Society, DRIVE High Point Foundation, Visit High Point and the City of High Point 



Greenhill Cemetery 1700 Leonard Street 
High Point, NC 

Commissioner E.A. Younts purchased six acres 
of the Burns property beyond the old Burns house 
fronting on Leonard St. in the eastern section of 
the city for a colored cemetery.  Mr. Younts was 
authorized by the board some time ago to select a 
location for this purpose and yesterday closed a 
deal with Mr. J.A. Campbell for six acres.  
 

High Point Enterprise, January 25, 1910 



February 14, 1910 – City Council Minutes.  Upon motion of Dr. Peacock, second by J.T. Burrus, the Mayor 
and Auditor, we authorized to execute note for &750.00, payable to the High Point Savings & Trust Co., 

placing deed in escrow to secure money to pay for cemetery purchased on Leonard St. it was further ordered 
that all money paid to the city as lots are sold, be credited on this note. 



August 15, 1910, the first burial at Greenhill Cemetery 



The first burial at Greenhill, may have been for Rosena Lee, an eleven year old school girl.  



Greenhill Cemetery 1952 



Greenhill 1959 



Greenhill Cemetery is rich in history, housing 
prominent individuals, families and war veterans. 

 

 

Willis R. Hinton was born into slavery around 1838 
in Wake County, he arrived in High Point after 
slavery ended.  Hinton owned and operated a res-
taurant on  S. Main St., which he sold.  He then 
opened an 11-room hotel at 607 E. Washington St., 
that he called the Hinton Hotel.  It was High Point’s 

Alfred J. Griffin, Principle of High Point Normal and 
industrial School, 1897-1923, later William Penn High 
School, 1923-1930.  Several of his family members are 
buried at Greenhill 

Buried at the cemetery is Rev. William Blair,  Presiding 
elder of St. Stephens A.M.E. Zion Church on Leonard 
Avenue and John Coltrane’s grandfather.   



E..E. Curtwright joined the staff of William Penn High 
School in 1902 and was the principal following A.J. 
Griffin.   

John and Nannie Kilby,  Business pioneers  
and owners of the Kilby Hotel   

Dr. Garland Alfonso Gerran was High Point’s first 
black doctor to set up practice here in the 1890s. Gerran 
graduated from Shaw University’s Leonard School of 
Medicine in Raleigh.  His office was at 603 E. Washing-
ton St. and he lived 707 E. Washington St. with his wife 
Marie. 



The cemetery now situated on  approximately 11 acres of land owned by the  

City of High Point and consists of 1250 burial plots. 

Goals for Greenhill Cemetery 
 

• Replace fencing 
• Lighting of cemetery 
• Upgrade landscaping 
• Improve signage inside cemetery and 

direction signage around the community 
• Improve monuments conditions, settings 

and grounds 
• Plan and prioritize future capital projects 

and improvements such as acquiring 
properties at corner of Leonard Ave. and 
Woodbury for future expansion. 



The historical marker for Greenhill Cemetery will be placed on the southside of the cemetery, 350 ft from the 

corner of Meredith St and R.C. Baldwin Ave.  The location is within the corporate limits of the City of High 

Point and the site will be within public view.  Location of the maker has been approved by Cemetery Parks 

Supervisor, Brad Embry. 



Marker Inscription 

Cost for marker $2,315 

Verbiage for Marker  
 
Green Hill Cemetery was established in 1910 for $750 when the city of High Point purchased 
6 acres of land for burial of its colored citizens.  Today the cemetery is situated on approxi-
mately 11 acres of land and consists of 1250 burial plots.  Rich in history, Greenhill Cemetery 
is the final resting place for many prominent African American families, educators, politicians, 
preachers, doctors, lawyers.  Among those laid to rest are 210 veterans who served in WWI, 
WWII, Korean War, and the Vietnam War.   
 
Erected by Yalik’s African American Art & Cultural Movement, in partnership with the Wash-
ington Street Historical Preservation Society, DRIVE High Point Foundation, Visit High Point 

and the City of High Point 

 

Erected by Yalik’s African American Art & Cultural Movement, in partnership with the Washington Street Historical 
Preservation Society, DRIVE High Point Foundation, Visit High Point and the City of High Point 

Green Hill Cemetery was established in 1910 for $750 
when the city of High Point purchased 6 acres of land for 
burial of its colored citizens.  Today the cemetery is situated 
on approximately 11 acres of land and consists of 1250 bur-
ial plots.  Rich in history, Greenhill Cemetery is the final 
resting place for many prominent African American fami-
lies, educators, politicians, preachers, doctors, law-
yers.  Among those laid to rest are 210 veterans who served 
in WWI, WWII, Korean War, and the Vietnam War.   
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