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PURPOSE: 
To consider designation of the Fli-Back Building at 710/716 W Green Drive as a Guilford County Historic 
Landmark.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
Guilford County’s Historic Landmark program began in 1980 to recognize sites with important elements 
of culture, history, architectural history, or prehistory for the education, pleasure, and enrichment of area 
residents. The landmark designation process begins when an application is submitted to the Guilford 
County Historic Preservation Commission. Privately owned landmark properties are eligible for a 
property tax deferral of up to 50 percent. Landmarks may not be materially altered or demolished without 
the approval of the Guilford County Historic Preservation. 
Currently, there are 113 Historic Landmarks in Guilford County with 20 located within High Point.  
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
There is no budget impact. 
 
RECOMMENDATION / ACTION REQUESTED: 
The Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission unanimously recommended that the Fli-Back 
Building be designated a Guilford County Historic Landmark property at its meeting on March 15, 2022. 
At its meeting on April 13, 2022, the High Point Historic Preservation Commission also unanimously 
recommended that the City Council approve the local historic landmark designation for the property. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND THE HIGH POINT CITY COUNCIL 
DESIGNATING THE FLI-BACK BUILDING AN HISTORIC LANDMARK 

WHEREAS, all the prerequisites to the adoption of the ordinance, as prescribed in chapter 160D, 
Article 9, Part 4 of the North Carolina General Statutes, have been met; 

WHEREAS, the Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission has submitted a report, 
which is incorporated herein by reference, and recommended in a public hearing that the property 
described below be designated as an historic landmark; 

WHEREAS, appropriate notice has been given of the public hearing as required by law; 

WHEREAS, the Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission finds that the property 
described herein is of historical, architectural, educational, and/or cultural significance, and its 
preservation should be encouraged so as to safeguard the heritage of the City and County and to promote 
the use and conservation for the education, pleasure, and enrichment of the residents of the City and 
County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE HIGH POINT MAYOR AND CITY 
COUNCIL.: 

Section 1.  The Mayor and the High Point City Council accepts the findings of the Guilford 
County Historic Preservation Commission and adopts the recommendation of the Commission for the 
preservation of the subject property by the authority set forth in Chapter 160D, Article 9, Part 4 of the 
North Carolina General Statutes and local ordinance adopted pursuant thereto. 

Section 2.  The designation includes the interior and exterior of the building and the entire 0.30-
acre parcel at 710/716 W Green Drive and as described by Guilford County Parcel Identification 
Number 172331 and Guilford County Registry Deed Book 8556, page 0651.  

Section 3.  The Guilford County Landmark Plaque shall be installed on the property, and such 
sign shall indicate that such property has been designated as an Historic Landmark.  Details of the 
display of the plaque are to be approved by the Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission 
before installation. 



Section 4.  The procedures provided by law, including waiting periods, shall be observed prior to 
demolition, alteration or remodeling referred to as the Certificate of Appropriateness process or removal 
of the designation from the property. 

Section 5.  A certified copy of this ordinance is to be appropriately recorded with the Register of 
Deeds, the Tax Department, and Inspections Department in accordance with provisions of Chapter 
160D, Article 9, Part 4 of the North Carolina General Statutes and the local ordinance adopted pursuant 
thereto. 

Section 6.  This ordinance shall be effective from and after its adoption. 

 

Adopted by the City Council 
City of High Point, North Carolina 
The   day of     

 

 

By:        
Jay W. Wagner, Mayor 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Lisa B. Vierling, City Clerk 



 
GUILFORD COUNTY 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission 

 
 
Recommendation for Local Historic Landmark Designation 
 
Date: May 5, 2022 
 
To: Mayor Wagner and High Point City Council 
 
From: Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission 
 
Property: Fli-Back Toy Factory Bldg., 710/716 W. Green Dr, High Point, NC 
 
Property designation details: The designation comprises the entire parcel and 
building, includes the interior as well as the exterior of the building. 
 
Statement of Significance summary: The Fli-Back Toy Company was one of the 
most important manufacturers in High Point history. The Fli-Back Toy Factory 
building has retained a high level of integrity and is representative of High Point’s 
industrial boom in the first half of the 20th century. Built in 1945, the building was 
the manufacturing location for the Fli-Back Corporation, which popularized, 
assembled, and distributed the iconic paddle ball toy to worldwide markets. The 
building’s period of significance ranges from its construction date in 1945 to its 
last year of production, 1983. 
 
Motion to recommend: Following review and discussion of the Landmark 
application at its regular meeting on March 15, 2022, the Guilford County Historic 
Preservation Commission voted 6 to 0 with 1 abstention to recommend Historic 
Landmark designation for the entire property.  
 
 



Planning & Development  
 

Development Services Division 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To: Historic Preservation Commission Members   

From: David Fencl, Senior Planner  

 

 

 

Meeting Date: April 13, 2022   

Subject: Designation of the Fli-Back Building (710/716 W. Green Drive) as a 
Guilford County Historic Landmark  

              
 

PURPOSE: 
The Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission voted unanimously at its meeting on 
March 15, 2022 to recommend landmark designation for the Fli-Back Building to the High 
Point City Council. As is the City’s procedure, the application is next reviewed by the City’s 
HPC, and a recommendation accompanies the application to the City Council for its 
consideration. 

 
STAFF ANALYSIS: 
The Fli-Back Building is being proposed for designation on account of its local historical 
significance as the place where the Fli-Back Corporation manufactured wooden toys, including 
the Fly-Back, a paddle ball toy, from 1945 to 1983. Founded in 1931, by James E. Gibson, a 
High Point businessman, the Fly-Back Company was incorporated in 1950 and employed 
between 100-200 people to work in its factory. The Fly-Back Company made millions of Fly-
Back toys for a worldwide market. At the time of Gibson’s death in 1968, the Fli-Back 
Corporation was producing over 150 different toy products and doing business in more than 20 
countries around the world. In 1972, The Fli-Back Company was sold to the Ohio Art Company, 
the makers of Etch-A-Sketch, with toys continuing to be produced at the W. Green Drive factory 
until it was closed in 1983.   
 
The Fli-Back Building proposed for designation housed the company’s enameling and drying 
process on the first level and toy assembly on the second level. Another Fli-Back building 
located to the south, that was demolished between 1993 and 1998, was utilized for woodworking 
and assembly.  
 
The Fli-Back Building has retained a high level of integrity. The steel-frame, two-level, painted 
brick building rests on a brick foundation. The building is four bays wide and eight bays deep. A 
tiered terracotta tile parapet rises across the center two bays of the front and rear facades. Every 
window on the façade is an identical 30-light steel-framed window. On the first level, poured 
concrete floors, brick walls, and the steel-frame windows contribute to the building’s industrial 
feeling. Metal beams and columns, painted white, are positioned throughout the space to provide 
adequate support for the second level. The original metal sprinkler system is still intact and runs 



   
 

2 
 

underneath the second level. A two-level, one-bay wide wing that was built shortly after 
construction of the original building is located on the north elevation and contained a small 
apartment with a full bathroom and bedroom.  
 
The proposed boundary for the Local Landmark Designation is the property’s current 0.26 acre 
parcel. The property is currently owned by Bricks & Beams, LLC.  
 
RECOMMENDATION / ACTION REQUESTED: 
Staff finds that the application supports approval of the landmark designation. Furthermore, 
staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission recommend to the City Council 
that the ordinance designating the Fli-Back Building at 710/716 W. Green Drive a Guilford 
County Historic Landmark be approved.    

 
 

Attachments:   Guilford County Local Landmark Report 
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