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(City of High Point) 
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Development Director 

Meeting Date: 
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Attachments: 
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A. Landmark Designation 
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C. High Point Historic 
Preservation Commission 
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D. Local Landmark Report 
 

Advertising Date: 
 
 
Advertised By: 

May 6, 2022 and  
May 11, 2022 
 
Planning & Development 

 
PURPOSE: 
To consider designation of the Fli-Back Building at 710/716 W Green Drive as a Guilford County Historic 
Landmark.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
Guilford County’s Historic Landmark program began in 1980 to recognize sites with important elements 
of culture, history, architectural history, or prehistory for the education, pleasure, and enrichment of area 
residents. The landmark designation process begins when an application is submitted to the Guilford 
County Historic Preservation Commission. Privately owned landmark properties are eligible for a 
property tax deferral of up to 50 percent. Landmarks may not be materially altered or demolished without 
the approval of the Guilford County Historic Preservation. 
Currently, there are 113 Historic Landmarks in Guilford County with 20 located within High Point.  
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
There is no budget impact. 
 
RECOMMENDATION / ACTION REQUESTED: 
The Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission unanimously recommended that the Fli-Back 
Building be designated a Guilford County Historic Landmark property at its meeting on March 15, 2022. 
At its meeting on April 13, 2022, the High Point Historic Preservation Commission also unanimously 
recommended that the City Council approve the local historic landmark designation for the property. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND THE HIGH POINT CITY COUNCIL 
DESIGNATING THE FLI-BACK BUILDING AN HISTORIC LANDMARK 

WHEREAS, all the prerequisites to the adoption of the ordinance, as prescribed in chapter 160D, 
Article 9, Part 4 of the North Carolina General Statutes, have been met; 

WHEREAS, the Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission has submitted a report, 
which is incorporated herein by reference, and recommended in a public hearing that the property 
described below be designated as an historic landmark; 

WHEREAS, appropriate notice has been given of the public hearing as required by law; 

WHEREAS, the Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission finds that the property 
described herein is of historical, architectural, educational, and/or cultural significance, and its 
preservation should be encouraged so as to safeguard the heritage of the City and County and to promote 
the use and conservation for the education, pleasure, and enrichment of the residents of the City and 
County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE HIGH POINT MAYOR AND CITY 
COUNCIL.: 

Section 1.  The Mayor and the High Point City Council accepts the findings of the Guilford 
County Historic Preservation Commission and adopts the recommendation of the Commission for the 
preservation of the subject property by the authority set forth in Chapter 160D, Article 9, Part 4 of the 
North Carolina General Statutes and local ordinance adopted pursuant thereto. 

Section 2.  The designation includes the interior and exterior of the building and the entire 0.30-
acre parcel at 710/716 W Green Drive and as described by Guilford County Parcel Identification 
Number 172331 and Guilford County Registry Deed Book 8556, page 0651.  

Section 3.  The Guilford County Landmark Plaque shall be installed on the property, and such 
sign shall indicate that such property has been designated as an Historic Landmark.  Details of the 
display of the plaque are to be approved by the Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission 
before installation. 



Section 4.  The procedures provided by law, including waiting periods, shall be observed prior to 
demolition, alteration or remodeling referred to as the Certificate of Appropriateness process or removal 
of the designation from the property. 

Section 5.  A certified copy of this ordinance is to be appropriately recorded with the Register of 
Deeds, the Tax Department, and Inspections Department in accordance with provisions of Chapter 
160D, Article 9, Part 4 of the North Carolina General Statutes and the local ordinance adopted pursuant 
thereto. 

Section 6.  This ordinance shall be effective from and after its adoption. 

 

Adopted by the City Council 
City of High Point, North Carolina 
The   day of     

 

 

By:        
Jay W. Wagner, Mayor 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Lisa B. Vierling, City Clerk 



 
GUILFORD COUNTY 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission 

 
 
Recommendation for Local Historic Landmark Designation 
 
Date: May 5, 2022 
 
To: Mayor Wagner and High Point City Council 
 
From: Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission 
 
Property: Fli-Back Toy Factory Bldg., 710/716 W. Green Dr, High Point, NC 
 
Property designation details: The designation comprises the entire parcel and 
building, includes the interior as well as the exterior of the building. 
 
Statement of Significance summary: The Fli-Back Toy Company was one of the 
most important manufacturers in High Point history. The Fli-Back Toy Factory 
building has retained a high level of integrity and is representative of High Point’s 
industrial boom in the first half of the 20th century. Built in 1945, the building was 
the manufacturing location for the Fli-Back Corporation, which popularized, 
assembled, and distributed the iconic paddle ball toy to worldwide markets. The 
building’s period of significance ranges from its construction date in 1945 to its 
last year of production, 1983. 
 
Motion to recommend: Following review and discussion of the Landmark 
application at its regular meeting on March 15, 2022, the Guilford County Historic 
Preservation Commission voted 6 to 0 with 1 abstention to recommend Historic 
Landmark designation for the entire property.  
 
 



Planning & Development  
 

Development Services Division 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To: Historic Preservation Commission Members   

From: David Fencl, Senior Planner  

 

 

 

Meeting Date: April 13, 2022   

Subject: Designation of the Fli-Back Building (710/716 W. Green Drive) as a 
Guilford County Historic Landmark  

              
 

PURPOSE: 
The Guilford County Historic Preservation Commission voted unanimously at its meeting on 
March 15, 2022 to recommend landmark designation for the Fli-Back Building to the High 
Point City Council. As is the City’s procedure, the application is next reviewed by the City’s 
HPC, and a recommendation accompanies the application to the City Council for its 
consideration. 

 
STAFF ANALYSIS: 
The Fli-Back Building is being proposed for designation on account of its local historical 
significance as the place where the Fli-Back Corporation manufactured wooden toys, including 
the Fly-Back, a paddle ball toy, from 1945 to 1983. Founded in 1931, by James E. Gibson, a 
High Point businessman, the Fly-Back Company was incorporated in 1950 and employed 
between 100-200 people to work in its factory. The Fly-Back Company made millions of Fly-
Back toys for a worldwide market. At the time of Gibson’s death in 1968, the Fli-Back 
Corporation was producing over 150 different toy products and doing business in more than 20 
countries around the world. In 1972, The Fli-Back Company was sold to the Ohio Art Company, 
the makers of Etch-A-Sketch, with toys continuing to be produced at the W. Green Drive factory 
until it was closed in 1983.   
 
The Fli-Back Building proposed for designation housed the company’s enameling and drying 
process on the first level and toy assembly on the second level. Another Fli-Back building 
located to the south, that was demolished between 1993 and 1998, was utilized for woodworking 
and assembly.  
 
The Fli-Back Building has retained a high level of integrity. The steel-frame, two-level, painted 
brick building rests on a brick foundation. The building is four bays wide and eight bays deep. A 
tiered terracotta tile parapet rises across the center two bays of the front and rear facades. Every 
window on the façade is an identical 30-light steel-framed window. On the first level, poured 
concrete floors, brick walls, and the steel-frame windows contribute to the building’s industrial 
feeling. Metal beams and columns, painted white, are positioned throughout the space to provide 
adequate support for the second level. The original metal sprinkler system is still intact and runs 



   
 

2 
 

underneath the second level. A two-level, one-bay wide wing that was built shortly after 
construction of the original building is located on the north elevation and contained a small 
apartment with a full bathroom and bedroom.  
 
The proposed boundary for the Local Landmark Designation is the property’s current 0.26 acre 
parcel. The property is currently owned by Bricks & Beams, LLC.  
 
RECOMMENDATION / ACTION REQUESTED: 
Staff finds that the application supports approval of the landmark designation. Furthermore, 
staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission recommend to the City Council 
that the ordinance designating the Fli-Back Building at 710/716 W. Green Drive a Guilford 
County Historic Landmark be approved.    

 
 

Attachments:   Guilford County Local Landmark Report 
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		   !							"#$%&'($')#*+	",,(,,-(.'				/012345146078	95:103;43<=		>?@@ABC		DEF	GHIJKLMN	KOIHPIQR	IS	HTMLUFP	TQ	UEF	VFSU	SIPF	TW	XFSU	YZFFQ	[ZI\F	]FUVFFQ	DL̂HTZ	_\FQOF	UT	UEF	STOUE	LQP	XFSU	YZÌFS	_\FQOF	UT	UEF	QTZUE	aGIRb	cdb	DEF	HTU	IS	S̀LHH	VIUE	̀IQÌLH	\FRFULUITQ	LQP	UEF	]OIHPIQR	ULNFS	Oe	̀TSU	TW	IUS	HTUf	SÌIHLZ	UT	TUEFZ	IQPOSUZILH	LQP	MT̀ F̀ZMILH	]OIHPIQRS	IQ	YOIHWTZP	gTOQÛb	DEF	UTeTRZLeÊ	TW	UEF	HTU	ZISFS	UT	UEF	QTZUEVFSUb	_	SIPFVLHN	ZOQS	PTVQ	IUS	FLSU	FheTSOZFb	DEF	]OIHPIQR	IS	eTSIUITQFP	MHTSF	UT	UEF	SIPFVLHN	LQP	UT	XFSU	YZFFQ	[ZI\Fb	DEF	i ẐUHF	[FSN	gT̀ eLQ̂	ajUOP̂	kISUf	lmmcd	IS	HTMLUFP	STOUE	TW	UEF	GHIJKLMN	KOIHPIQRf	LMZTSS	UEF	\LMLQU	HTU	VEFZF	UEF	PF̀THISEFP	]OIHPIQRf	OSFP	WTZ	VTTPVTZNIQR	LQP	LSSF̀]Ĥf	TQMF	SUTTPb	DEF	]OIHPIQR	OSFP	WTZ	SEIeeIQRf	UETORE	LHUFZFPf	IS	SUIHH	HTMLUFP	UT	UEF	VFSU	TW	UEF	GHIJKLMN	KOIHPIQRb	DT	UEF	QTZUE	TW	UEF	GHIJKLMN	KOIHPIQR	IS	LQTUEFZ	SIRQIWIMLQU	̀IPJMFQUOẐ	T̀PFZQ	IQPOSUZILH	]OIHPIQR	UELU	VLS	TeFZLUFP	]̂	UEF	_H̀L	[FSN	gT̀ eLQ̂	ajOZ\F̂FP	IQ	lmcnf	YGcoopdb	_HUETORE	TQF	]OIHPIQR	IS	QTV	RTQF	LQP	LQTUEFZ	ELS	]FFQ	SO]SULQUILHĤ	LHUFZFPf	UEF	WFFHIQR	TW	UEIS	IQPOSUZILH	LZFL	LS	LQ	ÌeTZULQU	̀LQOWLMUOZIQR	PISUZIMU	IS	SUIHH	eZFSFQUb			qrsB@	tuvw@x	uy?zv@AsB		DEF	GHIJKLMN	KOIHPIQR	ELS	EIRE	IQUFRZIÛb	DEF	SUFFHJWZL̀Ff	UVTJHF\FHf	eLIQUFP	]ZIMN	]OIHPIQR	ZFSUS	TQ	L	]ZIMN	WTOQPLUITQb	DEF	]ZIMNS	WTZ	UEF	]OIHPIQR	VFZF	VIZF	MOU	LQP	HLIP	IQ	MT̀ T̀Q	]TQP	VIUE	L	ZTV	TW	UFQ	SUZFUMEFZS	UT	TQF	ZTV	TW	EFLPFZS	aGIRb	{db	DEF	]OIHPIQR	IS	WTOZ	]L̂S	VIPF	LQP	FIREU	]L̂S	PFFe	aGIRb	ldb	DEF	UIFZFPf	UFZZLMTUUL	UIHF	eLZLeFU	ZISFS	LMZTSS	UEF	MFQUFZ	UVT	]L̂S	TW	UEF	WL|LPF	aFLSUd	LQP	ZFLZ	aVFSUd	FHF\LUITQS	aGIRb	pdb	DEF	]OIHPIQR	ELS	L	WHLU	ZTTWb	_	eLIQUFP	HIQF	TW	WLPFP	]HOF	ZOQS	LMZTSS	UEF	FQUIZF	MZFL̀JMTHTZFP	]OIHPIQR	]FUVFFQ	UEF	WIZSU	LQP	SFMTQP	HF\FHS	LQP	L	]HTMNJHFUUFZFP	}~cm�	̀LZNS	UEF	]OIHPIQR�S	LPPZFSS	TQ	UEF	]TUUT̀ 	MTZQFZ	TW	UEF	QTZUE	SIPF	TW	UEF	WL|LPF	aFLSU	FHF\LUITQd	aGIRb	~db	DEF	]OIHPIQR	ELS	ZFULIQFP	IUS	HLZRF	UEIZÛJHIREU	LQP	WIWUFFQJHIREU	SUFFHJWZL̀FP	VIQPTVS	VIUE	MFQUZLH	TeFQIQRS	aGIRb	odb		�\FẐ	VIQPTV	TQ	UEF	WL|LPF	IS	LQ	IPFQUIMLH	UEIZÛJHIREU	SUFFHJWZL̀FP	VIQPTVb	DEF	VIQPTVS	\LẐ	IQ	MTQPIUITQb	jT̀ F	EL\F	]FFQ	eLIQUFP	LQP	ST̀ F	EL\F	HIREUS	UELU	EL\F	]FFQ	ZFeHLMFPf	]OU	UEF	SUFFH	WZL̀FS	EL\F	ZFULIQFP	L	EIRE	HF\FH	TW	IQUFRZIÛb	GZT̀ 	STOUE	UT	QTZUEf	UEF	WIZSU	]L̂	IS	MT̀ eZISFP	TW	L	VIQPTVf	WTHHTVFP	]̂	LQ	IQSFUf	F̀ULH	eFPFSUZILQ	PTTZf	UEFQ	UVT	IPFQUIMLH	VIQPTVS	VEIME	̀LNF	Oe	UEF	QTZUEFZQ	FQP	TW	UEF	WL|LPFb	DEF	QÒ ]FZ	}~cm�	IS	eLIQUFP	IQ	]HTMN	HFUUFZS	OQPFZ	UEF	WLZ	QTZUE	VIQPTVb	DEF	WIZSU	HF\FH	SIUS	SIRQIWIMLQUĤ	EIREFZ	UELQ	SUZFFU	RZLPFf	ST	L	SFU	TW	MTQMZFUF	SULIZS	VIUE	FIREU	UZFLPS	HFLPS	WZT̀ 	UEF	SIPFVLHN	TQ	XFSU	YZFFQ	[ZI\F	UT	UEF	WZTQU	PTTZ	aGIRb	cmdb	�Q	UEF	SFMTQP	HF\FHf	UEFZF	LZF	WTOZ	]L̂S	TW	IPFQUIMLH	UEIZÛJHIREU	SUFFH	VIQPTVSb			>A�?	t�sr@�x	uy?zv@AsB			DEF	WIZSU	HF\FH	TW	UEF	SIPF	aQTZUEd	FHF\LUITQf	WZT̀ 	FLSU	UT	VFSUf	IS	MT̀ eZISFP	TW	L	\FZUIMLH	VIQPTV	VIUE	UEZFF	ETZI�TQULH	HIREUS	LQP	L	WIWUFFQJHIREU	VIQPTVf	]TUE	SUFFH	WZL̀Ff	WTOZ	̀TZF	]L̂S	TW	UEIZÛJHIREU	VIQPTVS	IPFQUIMLH	UT	UEF	WL|LPFf	LQP	L	SUFFH	WIZF	FSMLeF	HFLPS	UT	UEF	SFMTQP	HF\FHf	VEIME	ELS	L	QFLZĤ	IPFQUIMLH	MTQWIROZLUITQ	aGIRb	�db	DEF	SFMTQP	HF\FH	PIWWFZS	WZT̀ 	UEF	WIZSU	UT	LMMT̀ T̀PLUF	L	̀FULH	eFPFSUZILQ	PTTZ	LU	UEF	UTe	TW	UEF	WIZF	FSMLeFb	[IZFMUĤ	UT	UEF	FLSU	TW	UEF	PTTZ	IS	L	WIWUFFQJHIREU	SUFFH	WZL̀F	VIQPTVb	�Q	UEF	ZFLZ	TW	UEF	QTZUE	FHF\LUITQ	UEFZF	IS	L	UVTJHF\FHf	TQFJ]L̂JVIPF	VIQR	UELU	VLS	MTQSUZOMUFP	L	WFV	̂FLZS	LWUFZ	UEF	]OIHPIQR�S	TZIRIQLH	MTQSUZOMUITQf	LS	F\IPFQMFP	]̂	UEF	FQMHTSFP	VIQPTVS	TQ	UEF	SFMTQP	HF\FH	UT	UEF	ZFLZ	TW	UEF	QTZUE	FHF\LUITQb	�Q	UEF	FLSUJWLMIQR	SIPF	TW	UEF	VIQR	TQ	UEF	WIZSU	HF\FHf	UEFZF	IS	L	HTLPIQR	PTMN	VIUE	L	HLZRFf	̀FULH	RLZLRF	PTTZf	eZTUFMUFP	]̂	L	SÌeHF	WHLUJZTTW	T\FZELQRb	�Q	UEF	QTZUE	FHF\LUITQ	TW	UEF	VIQRf	UEFZF	IS	L	̀FULH	eFPFSUZILQ	PTTZf	L	WIWUFFQJHIREU	SUFFH	WZL̀F	VIQPTV	LQP	L	UEIZÛJHIREU	SUFFHJWZL̀F	VIQPTVb	�Q	UEF	SFMTQP	
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