
HIGH POINT CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 – 5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS – HIGH POINT MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 

 

ROLL CALL, MOMENT OF SILENCE and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Upon call of the roll, the following Council Members were present.  Mayor Bencini called 

for a moment of silence; the Pledge of Allegiance followed. 

 

 

Present (8): Mayor William S. Bencini, Jr.; Mayor Pro Tem James Davis (Ward 5); and Council 

Members Cynthia Y. Davis (At-Large); Latimer Alexander (At-Large); Jeffrey Golden (Ward 

1); Christopher Williams (Ward 2); Alyce Hill (Ward 3); and Jason Ewing (Ward 6). 

 

Absent (1): Council Member Jay Wagner (Ward 4) 

 
 

RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDS 
 

150278 Proclamation - National Recovery Month 
Staff from Caring Services, Inc. will be in attendance to receive a proclamation declaring the 

month of September as “National Recovery Month.” 

 
Mayor Bencini read the Proclamation declaring the month of September, 2015 as "National 

Recovery Month" into the record.  Ralph Rodland and Guy Manning were present to accept 

the Proclamation on behalf of Caring Services.  Both Mr. Rodland and Mr. Manning are in 

long-term recovery and expressed gratitude for the programs that Caring Services provides.  

Mr. Rodland issued an invitation for Council to attend the Guilford County Recovery Rally 

on Saturday, September 26th at Oak Hollow Festival Park. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
The following individuals spoke during the Public Comment Period: 

 

Pastor Robinson expressed his excitement about the direction the city is going and felt the 

Say Yes to Education initiative would be a great vehicle for High Point students. 

 

Andretti Barnes addressed Council regarding concerns on Washington Street now that 

school has started, children are having to cross the street without any assistance, due to the 

closing of the sidewalks and the fences that have been put up. 

 

Council Member C. Davis asked about the possibility of having an officer there in the 

mornings until the situation on Washington Street is improved.  City Manager Greg Demko 

noted staff could take a look at what can be done and pointed out depending on Council's 

decision tonight regarding the condition of the unsafe building at 736 Washington Street, 

closing the street might be necessary.   

 

Mr. Barnes pointed out closing Washington Street again would impact the businesses on the 

street. 
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Charity Jackson, 226 Hobson Street, expressed concerns regarding the Washington Street 

project (i.e. stopping, starting, timing, the paving of Washington Street, etc...) and informed 

Council that the businesses are suffering.  She felt a community forum would be beneficial so 

that someone from staff can answer their questions/concerns.  Ms. Jackson also expressed 

concerns about the driveway at the Ritz Theatre and noted there were three driveways and 

during the community forum, property owners were not aware that one of those driveways 

would be taken away.  She asked Council to consider looking at this again and putting the 

driveway back.   

 

As a point of clarity, Council Member C. Davis asked if the members in the audience from 

the First Baptist Church be allowed to speak when 150292 Contract- Demolition of 

Structure- 701 Washington Street comes up before Council.  Mayor Bencini explained that 

although it is not a public hearing, they could give the Council some clarification during the 

discussion should the need arise. 

 

[end of Public Comments] 
 

PUBLIC HEARING - FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

150279 Public Hearing - Financing of Motorola Radio System Equipment 
Tuesday, September 8, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. is the date and time established by  City Council to 

conduct a public hearing pursuant to NC General Statute 160A-20 for the consideration of 

financing upgrades to the 800mhz radio system, including improvements to City-owned real 

estate, through a contract between the City of High Point and Motorola, Inc.   

 
The public hearing for this matter was held on Tuesday, September 8, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Chairman J. Davis announced this is the date and time for the public hearing to conduct a 

public hearing on this matter. 

 

Jeff Moore, Director of Financial Services, advised that at the July 20, 2015 City Council 

meeting, Council adopted a contract for upgrading the Motorola system in the amount of 

$3.3 million and noted there would be an additional $300,000 in site improvement that will 

be coming back to Council shortly.  The Local Government Commission requires a public 

hearing to be held on this matter due to the amount of financing and the length of time.  He 

pointed out the public hearing was duly advertised on August 27th.  Mr. Moore advised that 

this would result in about $400,000 in debt service over the next ten years.   

 

Council Member C. Davis advised that someone called her today who had gone on-line to try 

to find out additional information, but no details or dollar amounts were available.  Mr. 

Moore explained that the details of the financing were not available at the time the 

publication for the public hearing was made. 

 

At this time, Chairman J. Davis opened the public hearing and asked if anyone was present 

who would like to comment.  There being no comments, the public hearing was closed. 
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Acknowledged that the public hearing was held as advertised and approved the financing 

upgrades to the 800mhz radio system, including improvements to City-owned real estate, 

through a contract between the City of High Point and Motorola, Inc. 

 
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Davis, seconded by Council Member Alexander,  

that matter be approved.  The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote.  [Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis announced that the Finance Committee met on Thursday, 

September 3, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. and recommended all matters be forwarded to Council with a 

favorable recommendation (150280, 150282, and 150283).   

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis moved approval of all matters under the Finance Committee 

Consent Agenda.  Council Member Williams made a second, which carried 

unanimously.  [8-0 vote]  [Council member Wagner was absent] 

 

Action on these matters will be reflected throughout these minutes as being made and 

seconded by the same persons. 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE - Mayor Pro Tem Davis, Chair 

Committee Members:  C. Davis, Hill, and Williams 

(all were present) 

 

150280 Contract Extension - Pike Electric -  Electrical Distribution Crews 
Consideration of contract extension to Pike Electric in the amount of $2.26 million for 

Electrical Distribution Crews. 

 
Approved the contract extension to the Pike Electric contract in the amount of $2.26 million 

for Electrical Distribution Crews. 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis, seconded by Council Member Williams,  

that the Contract Extension to the Pike Electric contract  be approved. The motion  

PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote.  [Council Member Wagner was absent] 

 

150282 Purchase of Equipment - Mini Derrick with Trailer 
Council is requested to approve the purchase of a mini derrick with trailer from Nesco Sales 

& Rentals in the amount of $153,100.  This equipment is for use by the Electric Department 

to meet the growing demand for work in backyards with limited access. 

 
Approved the purchase of a mini derrick with trailer from Nesco Sales & Rentals in the 

amount of $153,100.   
 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Davis, seconded by Council Member Alexander,  

that this Contract be approved. The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote. [Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 
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150283 Delegation of Responsibilities for the Firefighter Local Relief Fund Board 
City Council is requested to delegate the responsibility for submitting the annual Board of 

Trustees reports to the Fire Chief, currently appointed to Thomas Reid, and that copies of the 

report submissions be sent to the City Clerk’s Office for record retention.   

 
Authorized the delegation of authority and responsibility for submitting the annual Board of 

Trustees reports to the Fire Chief, and that copies of the report submissions be sent to the 

City Clerk's Office for record retention.   
 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis, seconded by Council Member Williams,  

that this matter be approved. The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote.  [Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 

 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE - Mayor Pro Tem Davis, Chair 

 

150281 Purchase of Equipment- Compact Refuse Truck 
Council is requested to approve the purchase of a new 2016 Isuzu rear loading refuse truck 

from Scranton Manufacturing in the amount of $93,475.33. 

 
Chairman J. Davis reported that this matter is on the Regular Finance Committee agenda 

due to it receiving one dissenting vote when it was discussed in the Finance Committee 

Meeting on September 3rd. 

 

Gary Smith, Director of Fleet Services, explained that this vehicle will replace a 2009 Ford 

F550 side load refuse truck that is being used daily (used for missed garbage call and dead 

animal pick-ups).  He reported that the vehicle averages about 25,000 miles per year and 

they are now experiencing maintenance related issues due to the high miles.  He 

recommended moving the old vehicle into a spare role and advised this would result in 

reducing the mileage at least 10,000 per year and it could easily extend the life of the vehicle 

to 200,000 miles while cutting down on the number of trips to the landfill as well.  Mr. Smith 

informed Council that the truck currently being used is side loading, but the 2016 Isuzu is a 

rear loading, which will allow for more capacity.  Due to this being a compact vehicle, a 

CDL is not required to operate it. 

 

Council Member C. Davis shared that she did some additional research on this matter 

following the Finance Committee Meeting and advised she could now support the purpose 

for the truck to be used. 

 

Approved the contract with Scranton Manufacturing in the amount of $93,475.33 for the 

purchase of a new 2016 Isuzu rear loading refuse truck. 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis, seconded by Council Member Hill,  that 

this Contract be approved. The motion PASSED by an 8-0  unanimous vote.  [Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 
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COMMUNITY HOUSING & NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - Council Member 

Golden, Chair 

Committee Members:  Golden, Alexnder, Ewing and Williams 

(all were present) 

 

150285 CDBG - Procurement Procedures & Code of Conduct 
Council is requested to approve the Procurement Standards and Code of Conduct for 

procurements utilizing Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. 

 
Mike McNair, Director of Community Housing & Development, explained that HUD 

regulations require the City to approve Procurement Standards and Code of Conduct for 

procurements utilizing Community Development Block Grant funds.   

 

Approved the Procurement Standards and Code of Conduct for procurements utilizing 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Golden, seconded by Council Member Alexander,  

that this matter be approved. The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote.  [Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 

 

150286 Section 504 Grievance Procedure for HUD Programs 
Council is requested to approval the Section 504 Grievance Procedure for HUD programs. 

 
Mike McNair, Director of Community Housing & Development, explained the Section 504 

procedure has to do with ADA and requires that the City adopt the procedure that states that 

people cannot be limited to accessing HUD programs due to a handicap or being disabled.  

As part of this procedure, a city employee is identified as the point of contact for the HUD 

programs. 

 

Approved the Section 504 Grievance Procedure for HUD programs. 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Golden, seconded by Council Member Alexander,  

that this matter be approved. The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote.  [Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 

 

150287 Delegation of Authority - Federal Grant Documents 

Council is requested to approve the Delegation of Authority authorizing the City Manager or 

his designee to execute federal grant documents. 

 
Mike McNair, Director of Community Development & Housing, reported that HUD 

regulations require that the City designate a certifying officer and authorize the appropriate 

City official and/or employee to execute all necessary federal grant documents.  He pointed 

out the Delegation of Authority to Act as Certifying Officer identifies the city manager to sign 

all necessary federal grant documents upon Council's approval. 
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Approved the Delegation of Authority authorizing the City Manager or his designee to 

execute federal grant documents and granted the Mayor the authority to execute the 

Delegation of Authority to Act as Certifying Officer.   
 

A motion was made by Council Member Golden, seconded by Council Member Alexander,  

that this natter  be approved. The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote.  [Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 

 

150288 Citizen Participation Plan - 2015-2016 
Council is requested to approve the 2015-2016 Citizen Participation Plan as requested by the 

Community Development and Housing Department. 

 
Mike McNair, Director of Community Housing & Development, advised that the City is 

required to prepare a Citizen Participation Plan that establishes how the public can get 

information about programs, standards for amendments, public hearing timelines, etc....  

Chairman Golden asked staff how they know they are reaching the desired population.  Mr. 

McNair explained that in addition to putting the information in the newspaper, his staff 

invests quite a bit of time interacting with the community in being involved at the local level. 

 

Council Member C. Davis questioned information on Page 5 of the Citizen Participation 

Plan that states "The Mayor and each member of City council appoint one member to the 

CAC" and she wasn't sure this was the current practice.  It was noted that this is the current 

practice for appointments to the CAC.  Council Member C. Davis shared as she was 

reviewing information on boards and commissions and it didn't read that way to her, so that 

was her reason for posing the question.  

 

Approved the 2015-2016 Citizen Participation Plan as requested by the Community 

Development and Housing Department.   
 

A motion was made by Council Member Golden, seconded by Council Member Alexander,  

that this 2015-2016 Citizen Participation Plan be approved. The motion PASSED by an 8-0 

unanimous vote.  [Council Member Wagner was absent] 

 

150289 Conveyance of Property - Habitat for Humanity 
Council is requested to adopt a Resolution authorizing the conveyance of four lots to Habitat 

for Humanity for the purpose of an affordable housing development in the Graves Avenue 

area. 

 
Mike McNair, Director of Community Housing & Development, advised that the North 

Carolina general statutes require that when properties are conveyed to a non-profit that it be 

accompanied by a resolution.  He noted that Habitat for Humanity is working in the Graves 

Avenue area and the City has five additional properties that Habitat for Humanity is ready to 

receive.   
 

Council Member Ewing asked staff how these properties were acquired.  Mr. McNair 

explained that these properties were acquired as part of infill development and pointed out 

the  City has been acquiring property in this area for quite some time, which has resulted in 

about 23 houses being built in this area.     
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Adopted Resolution authorizing the conveyance of four lots to Habitat for Humanity for the 

purpose of an affordable housing development in the Graves Avenue area. 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Golden, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis,  

that this Resolution be adopted. The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote.[Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 

 

Resolution No. 1478/15-49 

Introduced 9/8/2015; Adopted 9/8/2015 

Resolution Book, Volume XIX, Page 49 

 

150290 736 Washington Street - Appeal of Unsafe Building 
Appeal of Code Enforcement Supervisor that the structure located at 736 Washington Street 

is an Unsafe Building. 

 
_____________________________Transcript_________________________ 

Chairman Golden:  Next we'll be hearing, I guess, an appeal on the unsafe building at 736 

Washington Street. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Does someone from staff want to get us started? 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  We....as you know, the Odd Fellows Lodge 

Building...you've seen the pictures, you've seen the condition that it's in. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Just in case, we're building the record now more than just 

your intro.  This is a quasi-judicial administrative hearing, so folks will need to be sworn in 

for that because we may be creating a record for the court. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Okay, anyone that's going to speak tonight needs to be sworn in.  I would 

ask our city clerk to swear in those individuals who may speak on this case. 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  Is Ms. Hoover even here?  Ms. Hoover's not here. 

 

Chairman Golden:  Well can we go to the next item and come back? 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Is there some way that she can be contacted to return, or is she finished for 

the night. 

 

Charity Jackson:  I'll call her to find out. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  I think Mr. Golden had a good suggestion that we go to the next item. 

 

Chairman Golden:  You can go ahead and contact her.  We're going to go to the next item. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Is it necessary to have a hearing when somebody that the reason 

is because they are financially destitute?  Is that a legitimate reason to appeal a decision? 
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City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Well, in your decision that you would conclude, I believe 

that that will tell whether or not you deemed their reasoning logical.  It's just you have to give 

them due process. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  I think they have the right to appeal on whatever foundation that want to 

appeal it on. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Whatever grounds. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  I would ask, though, if the person making the appeal doesn't show up. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Then you guys can go ahead and adopt Findings of Fact.  

Again, you can do whatever you want to. 

 

Chairman Golden:  The second item is the same issue. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  Well, I mean we can just move from there down to Planning 

and Development and do our Resolution of Intent. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  That'll take us about 30 seconds. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  We can go out of our way to accommodate folks, but if they 

don't show up....I mean our meeting was well advertised for 5:30. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  She was given more than adequate notice. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  It is 6:11 now. 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  And Ms. Hoover was notified by Certified Mail 

and First Class Mail. 

 

Mayor Bencini:   Okay, let's move on then to Planning and Development and in the absence 

of our Chair of that Committee, Mr. Wagner, I'm going to ask Mr. Davis if he will handle 

that.  

 

Council, should we?........Well here comes someone who was going to call.  Did you have 

any success reaching her? 

 

Charity Jackson:  Yes I did.  She is at the doctor.  She had an emergency doctor's 

appointment so she's in Charlotte.  She didn't know the appeal was today. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Thank you.  Council, it's apparent that the person who appealed this case is 

not going to be here tonight.  Does the Council wish to go forward?  I know we've got some 

difficult safety issues on that street. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  I think we move forward.  Looking at the registered mail that was 

sent Certified, it's in bold print that the appeal would be before the City Council on Tuesday, 

September 8th at 5:30. 
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Council Member C. Davis:  I would make the motion that we continue it to our next meeting 

seeing that we don't know the nature of the emergency in case they put her in the hospital.  It 

prevents her from appearing today. We certainly take it up at our next meeting and move 

forward at that time.   

 

Mayor Bencini:  There's a motion.  Is there a second?  That motion dies for lack of a second.   

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Well it would appear that Council's desire is then to move forward.  Mr. 

Golden. 

 

Chairman Golden:  Yes.  Item #150290....I guess we'll have the people that were going to be 

sworn in to come back up. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Yes.  Anyone that intends to give testimony, please come forward to be 

sworn in. 

 
[Oaths administered at this time to Randy McCaslin, Deputy City Manager and Ed Brown, 

Inspections Administrator] 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  In the way of an introduction, this is the old Odd 

Fellows Lodge.  You've seen the pictures in the past at a previous Council Meeting.  It 

is.....the roof has completely caved in.  The third and second floor are on the first floor, so it's 

the shell of the building is what is remaining.  Our building inspections department has 

declared it an unsafe structure and we've had several conversations with Ms. Hoover.  She 

did not make the initial hearing with the building inspections department because she was in 

Charlotte.  She was notified of tonight's meeting by Certified Mail and First Class Mail, so 

we would ask you to move forward with this.  We do feel like the building is an unsafe 

structure and we have blocked the sidewalk off, but as the city manager expressed earlier, if 

this goes on much longer we may need to close the road  because, again, when the Kilby 

Hotel finally fell, it shuffled bricks across the road even though it had been fenced off also.  

We do feel like it is a dangerous situation and we would ask Council to move forward with 

this. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Mr. McCaslin, would the removal of this structure lead to eventually or 

quickly to bringing down the restrictions on the use of the sidewalk? 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  Absolutely.  Yes Sir. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Okay, so you feel like it would....safety would be returned to some level by 

the removal of this structure? 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  If the Council takes action on this structure and the 

First Baptist Church, which comes up a little later, we will move forward with the remaining 

part of the street project and replace the sidewalks in front of both structures and move 

forward with the resurfacing, etc... to complete the project. 
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Council Member Alexander:  I want to make sure the reason that we have slowed the 

progress in that area is because of those two structures because we're concerned that 

any....and I'll use the word "seismic" activity might cause the structures to fall.  So the 

grinding of the road, the compaction and then the asphalt and picking up of the sidewalk--all 

of that was put on hold because we've got to have action here.  So as soon as we get action 

on demolishing these structures, then we'll be back on target with completing that project on 

Washington. 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  All that is a correct statement. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  I hope that makes it clear as to what we're doing and why 

we're doing it. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  And if I remember correctly, it was the storm that brought down the Kilby 

and we're still in the hurricane season. 

 

Chairman Golden:  Two things stuck out at me tonight listening to them talk about the kids 

having to cross the street.  We have to be cognizant of the safety of our children and I know 

how the community feels sometimes when it comes to these structures, but I don't see us being 

in a position where we could prolong anything any longer.   

 

So I would MOVE THAT WE MOVE FORWARD WITH THE DEMOLITION. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  If I could make a request for Planning, if you wouldn't mind, 

stepping up if you have anything else to add or just putting the report or the order into the 

record. 

 

Inspections Administrator Ed Brown:  You have in front of you the complete summary and 

the exact documents for the original Notice of Hearing, the Order, the Request to Repair or 

Demo.  And then the Order was also backed up by a third party structural engineer, CB2, on 

July 17th so it was just not the staff acknowledgement.  Then the pictures that were delivered 

by the Fire Department, which, of course, put everything in order and you could actually see 

exactly what we were stating.  So I'd like to place all that in the record.   

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Jeff had a motion to move forward with the demo, but before we 

do that, do we need to deny her appeal? 

 

City Attorney Joanne Carlyle:  You do.  I was just getting ready to say that Council needs to 

vote on whether to affirm, modify and affirm, or revoke the Order that has been entered into 

evidence.  Those will be your Findings of Fact--independent Findings of Fact, even though 

they may be exactly the same. 

 

Chairman Golden:  How do we word that? 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Your motion will be either to affirm the Order with the 

Findings of Fact that have been submitted, or you can modify and affirm, or revoke. 
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Chairman Golden:  Okay, I'd just like to make a MOTION TO AFFIRM THE ORDER 

WITH THE FINDINGS OF FACT. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  SECOND. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  We have a motion and a second.  Any further discussion?  [none]  All those 

in favor, say Aye.  Aye.  Any opposed?  [none] 

 

[end of transcript] 

 

Affirmed the Order with the Findings of Fact. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Golden, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis,  to 

affirm the findings of fact as set out in the Code Enforcement Supervisors determination 

Order dated July 29, 2015.  The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote.  [Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 

 

150291 Ordinance - Demolition of Structure - 736 Washington Street 
Council is requested to adopt an ordinance ordering the inspector to effectuate the demolition 

of the structure located at 736 Washington Street belonging to Rebekah Jackson Hoover; and 

award contract to Double D Construction Services, Inc. in the amount of $27,300.00. 

 
Chairman Golden:  Item 150291 Order of Demolition of Structure at 736 Washington 

Street. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  I have a question.  How quickly could the contract be 

executed?  And during that period of time, will the street have to be closed on a temporary 

basis, at least until they can get the third floor and second floor kind of down to the ground? 

 

Inspections Administrator Ed Brown:  The demolition has already been bid and I imagine 

it would be effective as soon as the manager's office gave the okay where the purchase order 

has been issued.  Everything is in place.  The asbestos analysis has been done.  It is going to 

be a wet demolition because it's all mixed together which did increase the price for the 

demo.  But it has been bid and it's ready to go.  All we have to do is award it. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Is there anyone here from Double D construction because I 

remember the last conversation there was a small building attached to this building and we 

were concerned about whether that building would get damaged or torn down. 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  They were given....all bidders were given the 

opportunity to meet on site.  I'm not sure whether or not they took us up on that, but several 

did come out to the site.  All bidders were given the opportunity to come out to the site to see 

it before they bid. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Are we protected then if the other building gets damaged? 

 

Inspections Administrator Ed Brown:  We did put that in the bid.  That it did not include the 

adjoining building.  And if the demolition....just like it happened with the Kilby, if the 



High Point City Council Minutes September 8, 2015 

Page 12 

 

removal of the common wall and the the wall adjoining it opened up openings, they had to be 

sealed. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  So do you think that this is something that will happen in the 

next 30 days? 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  It's our intent to move forward with it just as fast 

as possible and I would expect it be done well before then. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  And how long do you think it would take to kind of get the 

elevation above street level reduced down to where we reduce the fear of falling as you start 

moving because if you're going to have to close the street, at least until you get those walls 

somewhat down. 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  I'm not a structural engineer, but watching them 

take down the Kilby, it all came down in a little over a day and I think it was more 

substantial than what we have here.  So I would expect we may have to close Washington 

Street for a very short period of time. 

 

Council Member Williams:  Are we talking about less than a week? 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  Yes.   

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  I assume we are going to bill Ms. Hoover for this and then if 

not, we're going to place a lien for $27,300 on the property. 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  We will treat Ms. Hoover and this property owner 

like we do all others.  We will send them a bill first for all the costs associated with it, 

including the fencing, and demolition removal and restoring the property and give them a 

certain amount of time to pay, whatever that time period is and then if they don't pay for it in 

that certain amount of time, and don't reimburse the city, then we will place a lien on the 

property. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  What is the typical time period? 

 

Inspections Administrator Ed Brown:  Thirty days. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Thank you. 

 

Chairman Golden:  I MOVE TO ADOPT THE ORDINANCE TO DEMOLISH AND 

AWARD THE CONTRACT TO DOUBLE D CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC.  
 

Council Member Alexander:  I'll make a SECOND. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  We have a motion and a second.  Any further discussion?  [none]  All those 

in favor, say Aye.  Aye.  [all]  Opposed?  [none]  That motion carries.  [8-0 vote]  [Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 
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[end of transcript] 

 

Adopted Ordinance ordering the inspector to effectuate the demolition of the structure 

located at 736 Washington Street. and awarded the contract to Double D Construction 

Services, Inc. in the amount of $27,300.00. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Golden, seconded by Council Member Alexander,  

that the Demolition Ordinance to demolish 736 Washington Street be adopted. The motion 

PASSED by a 9-0 unanimous vote. 

 

Ordinance No. 7168/15-51 

Introduced 9/8/2015; Adopted 9/8/2015 

Ordinance Book, Volume XIX, Page 51 

 

 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - Council Member Wagner, Chair 

Committee Members:  Wagner, C. Davis, J. Davis and Golden 

(all were present) 

 

150293 Resolution of Intent - Annexation Case ANX15-07 
Approval of a Resolution of Intent that establishes a public hearing date of Monday 

September 21, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. to consider a voluntary contiguous annexation request.  The 

proposed annexation site is an approximate 0.24-acre parcel lying north of the intersection of 

Penny Road and OSSI Court.  The property is addressed as 2723 - R1 NC Highway 68 and is 

also known as Guilford County Tax Parcel 0170014. 

 
Adopted a Resolution of Intent establishing a public hearing date of Monday, September 21, 

2015 at 5:30 p.m. to consider a voluntary contiguous annexation request for an approximate 

0.24-acre parcel lying north of the intersection of Penny Road and OSSI Court. 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis, seconded by Council Member C. Davis,  

that this Resolution be adopted. The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote.  [Council 

Member Wagner was absent] 
 

Resolution No. 1477/15-48 

Introduced 9/8/2015; Adopted 9/18/2015 

Resolution Book, Volume XIX, Page 48 
 

 

PROSPERITY & LIVABILITY COMMITTEE - Council Member Ewing, Chair 

Committee Members:  Ewing, Alexander, Hill and Wagner 

(Wagner was absent) 

 

150264 Building Revitalization and Demolition Grant Guidelines 
At the Prosperity &Livability Committee meeting held July 15, 2015, the committee 

recommended the approval of the Building Revitalization and Demolition Grant Guidelines 

to encourage the return of development and investment in the urban core of High Point. 
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__________________Transcript_____________________ 

 

Chairman Ewing:  The first item, Item #150264 Building Revitalization and Demolition 

Grant Guidelines.  City Attorney Carlyle is going to answer any questions that anyone might 

have on this at this time. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  The only thing that I was looking at when I was looking at this 

particular item was the Business Development Committee will have five members which are 

appointed by the Council with three-year staggered terms and I wanted to make the 

suggestion to my colleagues, if they would indulge me, that we have six wards, two at-large 

and one mayor that make up the body.  So therefore, I would like to see us have all six wards 

represented and a mayor appointment to make seven.  No need for the at-large I believe.  But 

I do think that each ward should be represented on this Business Development Committee 

and the mayor's appointment would make it an odd number, which would allow the votes to 

fall as they should.  That's the recommendation in regards to the Business Development 

Committee.  I do have other comments, but I would like to wait to see if anyone would like to 

comment on that particular point at this time. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  That's a good idea.  I don't know what the premise was for five, 

did they just want to keep it small? 

 

Council Member Ewing:  Small was the idea.  Look at the Board of Adjustment, that's five 

and two alternates...because this is not going to be a regular meeting.  It's going to be called 

upon when there's an application so the smaller the easier in getting those people together at 

the point when you have an application. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  And it doesn't stretch over all six wards.   

 

Mayor Bencini:  No, it doesn't. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  The impact, though, impacts the entire city and not just a 

segment based on ..... 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  What would be the quorum? 

 

JoAnne Carlyle:  It would be just a majority. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  So if three showed up....I'm not so sure if maybe having another 

member or two might be better. 

 

Council Member Golden:  I like Cindy's suggestion personally. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  The other...well, I guess would now be an appropriate time to 

make a motion on that portion?  Then, I would like to make a motion that the Business 

Development Committee within the MSD for the....or the Building Revitalization Grant 

Guidelines that the Business Development Committee go from five members to seven 

members--one of each ward and a mayor appointee, with three-year staggered terms. 
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City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  I think that applies to both of these. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  It does and I can make the same motion for both if it's 

appropriate because it will impact both.   

 

Mayor Bencini:  We don't have a motion on the floor yet. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  I said that was the motion as I was trying to get it out.  Just to 

amend that portion at this time.  I asked JoAnne if now was the appropriate time to do the 

Business Development Committee thing and she nodded yes that it was.   

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  It really needs to be part of the final motion. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  And that motion has not been made yet. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Well, that's the one change.  So that's fine.  Just one other 

comment and I'll end with that.  I just feel that owners of property have a personal 

responsibility to maintain their property, demolish it, sell it, lease it--that sort of thing.  The 

city is not a bank.  I understand that this particular incentive is for revitalize and demolition, 

but there are other parts of the city besides the particular area that we're looking at such as 

Five Points and parts of S. Main Street that can also benefit.  I will not be supporting this 

with the limited arm that it has. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  I have one question.  I guess it applies to both.  I know that we 

have budgeted $200,000 in the budget for this and it was money left over from the 

Randleman Dam lawsuit.  What is the plan to fund this in the future?  I didn't see any 

mention of how this would be funded once that $200,000 is exhausted. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  I presume it would be an annual budget item. 

 

City Manager Greg Demko:  Once a program is developed and we put it there, then that 

would be a consideration for the annual budget, similar to what you did this year with the 

$500,000 for our code enforcement and community rehab. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Shouldn't we establish that, you know, a budget amount every 

year?  Or we're just leaving it open-ended.  I don't see anything that says we're going to.... 

 

Council Member Ewing:  The one thing to consider, it's a grant up to $20,000 or 15% of 

eligible project costs and $20,000 would be an investment at the 15% of $134,000.  So you 

would squeeze ten of those out.  That's $1.3 million of investment.  I think if can get $1.3 

million investment.... 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  I understand that.  But I'm saying after this is exhausted, next 

year you've got to fund it and the year after.  We took the ability to collect tax in these MSD 

Districts this year off the table.  So if this becomes a popular thing and I understand the 

merits of it and I support the merits of it.  I'm just asking how or why we're not considering 

how we're going to fund it in the future.  I mean this is a program that we think is going to 
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revitalize downtown and it's a tool.  I would think that we would say certainly that we're 

going to budget a certain amount of money for the next ten years to do this. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  We don't know if we're going to have a taker yet.  I mean we've 

had a number of different programs. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Well, it's just like the facade grant, you know, it was $25,000 

when I got on Council and then we realized that this is popular and it's working, so we 

increased it to $35,000.  That was even better, so now it's $50,000.  But we had a plan in 

place.  You know if this thing works, we're going to fund it and we've done that.  I'm not 

seeing that in this and I'm just asking....it seems to me that we would have some kind of, you 

know, we heard today that we've done better financially than we thought.  Are we going to 

say, well, let's take $200,000 of that money and budget for next year in the budget? 

 

City Manager Greg Demko:  Well right now for this year, we've got the $200,000 as you 

mentioned from the settlement--the seed money to start off the program.  With the successes 

of that program, then we would evaluate for future years how we want to continue to put it 

together. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  See, I like to think in the future.  I'm thinking we already know we 

might have an increase in our healthcare.  So that money has got to come from somewhere.  

We can pass it on to our employees, or we can absorb it in the budget and we had that 

discussion today.  This is the same thing.  Next year we've got to think about how we're going 

to budget for this and the year after.  You've got to have some kind of plan. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Councilman Davis, in the School of Government's book where it 

talks about municipal service districts on page 486, it says "the city can create the municipal 

districts for the purposes of downtown revitalization or urban area revitalization.  Such a 

district is created by action of the City Council after a public hearing (which we did) and it is 

funded by the levy of an additional ad valorem tax on all property within the district."  So we 

have the option of either doing it through the budget or adding a tax and I won't do the tax.  

But there's the other option. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  We can choose to tax it just like we change our tax rate every 

budget adoption. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Well, I mean, if that's your plan, then just say yeah next year we'll 

probably....if this is popular we're going to have to tax it. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  The problem with taxing it and I don't know if Randy's still here.  

He's talking to Charity.  When we started this and Jay and I met with staff a year and a half 

ago.  When we outlined the initial area, the amount of property value in there was so 

minimal, you wouldn't be able to tax it to achieve what you need to achieve.  You would have 

to tax it so much that it would max out at what the state legislature will allow and you still 

wouldn't have probably more than $20,000. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  1.9%. 
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Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  I understand.  We've got four MSD districts and $200,000 if this 

were to take off and we could go through that pretty quickly. 

 

City Manager Greg Demko:  Well this is only active in the Main Street.   

 

Council Member Ewing:  The other three MSD's were done specifically to accommodate the 

facade grant. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Well, like I said, I think it has merit and I've always said that.  I 

just would think that there would be some kind of plan to fund it in the future.  I would hate to 

see this thing really grow and be something and then the next year, we're looking for money 

to pave our streets or something comes up again and we're like, you know, we're going to 

have to cut something.  You know, I guess we're not going to fund that or we're not going to 

pave our streets in order to fund it. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Well we'll have a set amount in the budget any year that we put this in the 

budget and when we're done with that, we're done and if it looks like it's something that's 

widely popular, then we'll have to think about it in a different way. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  That's what I'm asking because it's not saying that we're going to 

have a set amount in there. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  We're going to have a set amount because we have to have a set amount per 

year from the budget.  You know the manager will present us a budget with a suggested 

amount in there and it's up to this Council to decide that's not enough or that's too much or 

we don't want to do it at all.  So I don't see that's an issue. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Greg, do you feel comfortable with that?  Moving forward like 

that, just open-ended? 

 

City Manager Greg Demko:  Absolutely and actually the budget and evaluation are an 

annual policy.  We're looking to build long-range financial plans to do exactly what you're 

saying, but we're not there yet.  The policy decisions, just like with the streets where we were 

able to increase it significantly this year, it's still shy of where it should be.  Not to say that 

this program won't be and we'll have to make those policy calls on how much money we want 

to allocate to it each year. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Councilman Davis, would you be happy if we determined a 

projected dollar amount with the verbiage stating that amount could increase at discretion? 

 

Council Member Alexander:  You can't set next year's budget. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  I think I'm more comfortable with the way Greg just said that, that 

he would look at it based on revenues and expenditures.  It may get funded and it may not.  It 

may not be at the level that we see in this year's.   
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Council Member Ewing:  With that, Mr. Mayor, I MOVE THAT WE ADOPT THE 

BUILDING REVITALIZATION AND DEMOLITION GRANT GUIDELINES AS 

PRESENTED IN YOUR AGENDA. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  We have a motion.  Is there a second? 

 

Council Member Hill:  SECOND. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  I have... 

 

Mayor Bencini:  We have a motion and a second.  Any further discussion? 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Yes.  I have a question.  I won't be voting for it, but I would like 

to see the change in the Business Development Committee that change take place, so do I let 

them vote on it and then bring that part back? 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  I thought you were  getting ready to do a substitute motion. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Well, I would like to do a substitute motion to do the Business 

Development Committee aspect.  Is that appropriate at this time? 

 

Council Member Ewing:  You'd have to make a substitute motion to adopt that with that 

additional. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Or ask him for a friendly amendment. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Would you do a friendly amendment to increase the number of 

members to that Business Development Committee? 

 

Council Member Ewing:  I understand the reasoning behind it, but I think for the purpose of 

this, five....like the Technical Review was only five and I think there's more power in the 

small numbers in this process.  We've seen the Facade Grant Committee is..... 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  But then you only have three members that are required to hear 

any....at any given time.  Whereas with seven, you know, I appreciate your consideration. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  I want to say it's still ..... 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  If you want to make a substitute motion you can. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Why don't you make a substitute motion? 

 

Council Member Golden:  She's not going to support it though, so she wouldn't be the one 

making it would she? 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  I won't be voting for the item.  I would be voting for the piece 

that I would like to see in it. 
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City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Even without....my apologies.  I'm sorry I thought you were 

going to vote for it with that in it. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  No. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  My apologies. 

 

Council Member Golden:  I'LL MAKE A SUBSTITUTE MOTION TO ALSO 

INCREASE THE MEMBERS FROM FIVE TO SEVEN WITH AN APPOINTEE OF 

THE MAYOR AND THEN I'LL SUPPORT IT. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  I'LL SECOND HIS SUBSTITUTE MOTION. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  Refresh my memory JoAnne.  And it might be that the next 

one....comes back to Council.  Is it this or the next? 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  It's the other one. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  It's the other one?  That each come back to Council for award? 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  I apologize.  Give me a second.   

 

Council Member Ewing:  So one of the evaluating proposals, it's the one where the 

committee makes a recommendation for approval or denial to the High Point City Council. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Right and that is on this one  that we're talking about--the 

Building Revitalization.   

 

Council Member Ewing:  So the Business Development Committee isn't the final decision. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Right. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  It's going to come to Council. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  It still has to come to Council anyhow for all nine of us to..... 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  It still provides further.....I mean, I don't understand what my 

colleagues don't get in regards to the Business Development Committee.  We're using 

taxpayer's dollars, which is the whole pool of this city, to do the thing that you want to do, 

but yet you're not going to have a representative from each ward at the table.  That does not 

sound fair.  It doesn't sound right.  [applause] 

 

And I think that what needs to happen is the very thing that I recommended because you've 

got six wards, one representative from each.  The mayor gets an appointment and everybody 

is responsible and everyone is taken care of.  It's not that difficult. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  We have a motion and a second to increase the number to 7. 
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Council Member C. Davis:  I know, but Jason was trying to do away with that so I'm 

responding to him, Mr. Davis.  Thank you. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  No, I was simply saying why the five is.... 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  I call the question. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Does that motion include both items in one approval?  Are we 

approving both items, or are we doing each one of them separately? 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  However you want to do it.  Right now I think you're only 

discussing 150264. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Would you like to amend it to include both? 

 

Council Member Golden:  Yes, so we won't have to go through this again.  I WANT TO GO 

AHEAD AND AMEND IT TO INCLUDE BOTH ITEMS AND WE CAN GO AHEAD AND 

PUT IT ON THE TABLE AND BE DONE WITH IT.   

 

Mayor Bencini:  But regardless of the make-up of this committee, it still comes back to a full 

City Council. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  It does.  The language is in both. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Okay, any further discussion on the substitute motion?  [none]  All in favor, 

say Aye.   

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis; and Council Members Alexander, Golden, Williams, Hill, and 

Ewing:  Aye [6] 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Opposed? 

 

Mayor Bencini and Council Member C. Davis:  No.  [2] 

 

Mayor Bencini:  That motion carries.  [6-2 vote]  [Council Member Wagner was absent] 

 

Chairman Ewing:  That is all for Prosperity & Livability then Mr. Mayor. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Thank you. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Did we do both items? 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  That's what Jeff's amended motion was. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  He amended the motion to do both.  We're finished with those two items. 
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Council Member C. Davis:  I thought we were just amending.....I'm sorry, I thought that we 

were just amending the Business Development Committee to include both, for the committee 

structure, not for both items. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  We voted for the two items with your recommended change in the 

committee. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Well, that was sly as snot wasn't it?  Well, I guess I would like a 

moment, if you don't mind then, to point out that on the second one that we just passed, that 

you have a concern of tax abatement there where you referred to property tax on Item #7, 

property owner shall submit attached documentation to the High Point Finance Director, 

along with receipt of payment of property tax prior to June 30th.  And then you have other 

aspects of this particular item, which I thought was separate.  I thought we were just doing 

the committee aspect of it.  Anyway, then you have that the properties will be re-assessed in 

three years.  Then you have the re-assessed in three years, an increase or a decrease of 10%, 

which is clearly tax abatement.  I knew that Council, my colleagues, didn't want to discuss 

that aspect of this, so that was very convenient that they were able to group both together.  I 

had hoped that we would have the conversation about the separate item at length because it 

is clearly tax abatement.  That is the concern and I  hope that the media will pick up on the 

verbiage in the proposed document for the Development Incentive Grant in case a citizen 

within the City of High Point decides that because they do not reside or own a building 

within the MSD District, that this appears to be, in my opinion, tax abatement.  Again, there 

are verbiage that refers to taxed property and providing tax receipts and the re-assessment in 

three years to 10%, 100%, 80%, 60-40-20 is what you're looking at for five years instead of 

the city retaining the tax-base revenues that the city is supposed to strive to obtain.  Now 

we're going to give it back for people to maintain properties that they should have 

maintained to begin with, which is the condition that we have over on Washington Street.  So 

I am very disappointed that my colleagues didn't list both item numbers.  At that time, I 

would have been able to chime in sooner.  I apologize to those of you who I failed this 

afternoon in that motion in not being able to have that stated clearly.  Certainly, I missed the 

boat and I apologize to you. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Thank you, Ms. Davis. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  You're very welcome, Mr. Mayor. 

 

[end of transcript] 

 

Approved the Building Revitalization and Demolition Grant Guidelines with a change in the 

number of members on the Business Development Committee (BDC) from five (5) to seven 

(7) members--one from each ward, with a mayor appointee. 

 

 

150265 Development Incentive Grant 
At the Prosperity & Livability Committee meeting held July 15, 2015, the committee 

recommended approval of the Development Incentive Grant to encourage rehabilitation of 

older buildings and/or promote infill growth with new commercial development in High 

Point’s Downtown Revitalization Corridor. 
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Note:  This matter was discussed with Matter #150264 Building Revitalization and 

Demolition Grant Guidelines.  Please refer to #150264 Building Revitalization and 

Demolition Grant Guidelines above for discussion on this matter. 

 

Approved the Development Incentive Grant Guidelines with a change in the number of 

members on the Business Development Committee (BDC) from five (5) to seven (7) 

members--one from each ward, with a mayor appointee. 
 

The substitute motion made by Council Member Golden, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis, 

that this matter be approved, with a change in the number of members on the Business 

Development Committee (BDC) from five (5) to seven (7) members--one from each ward, with a 

mayor appointee carried by the following 6-2 vote: 
 

Aye (6): Council Member Hill, Council Member Williams, Mayor Pro Tem Davis, Council Member 

Ewing, Council Member Golden, and Council Member Alexander 

Nay (2): Mayor Bencini, and Council Member Davis 

 

Absent (1): Council Member Wagner 

 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS AGENDA 
 

150294 High Point Parks & Recreation Department -Revisions to Rules & 

Regulations 
Council is requested to approve the revisions to the High Point Parks & Recreation 

Department rules and regulations. 

 
Lee Tillery, Director of Parks & Recreation, explained these are revisions to the Rules and 

Regulations for parks and open  Spaces.  These regulations have not been revised since 

1982; however the second part includes the Lake Recreation Management Plan for both 

lakes (Oak Hollow and City Lake) which was revised in 2013.  Mr. Tillery advised that both 

documents have been reviewed by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board at their July and 

August meeting and was unanimously approved in August.  He pointed out these changes 

were presented to their board in July, reviewed, and then approved at their August meeting. 

 

Approved the Revisions to the High Point Parks & Recreation Department Rules and 

Regulations. 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Williams, seconded by Council Member Ewing,  to 

approve the revisions to the High Point Parks & Recreation Department rules and 

regulations. The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote.  [Council Member Wagner 

was absent] 

 

150292 Contract - Demolition of Structure - 701 Washington Street 
Consideration of award of contract to Double D Construction Services, Inc. in the amount of 

$28,132 for the demolition of the First Baptist Church (entire building) located at 701 

Washington Street and award of contract to Salem Stained Glass, Inc. in the amount of 

$19,600  for the removal of the stained glass windows.  
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____________________________Transcript____________________________ 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  Mr. Mayor and members of Council, you 

previously adopted…or a Council has previously adopted the demolition order for this 

structure.  At this point, we bring to you the bids.  The low bid for the demolition is Double D 

Construction Company in the amount of $23,132.  There’s also a proposal and this is where 

the discussion comes in and the hard decisions….this bid by Double D does not include 

removal of the stained glass windows.  There is a separate proposal here for $19,600, which 

would involve the removal of those stained glass windows.  They do have some value.  There 

would have to be some costs expended at some point by someone to restore them.  But at this 

point, this would be the removal of those windows in addition to the $23,132, which is the 

demolition of the entire structure/building. 

 

Council Member Williams:  Now, I’m going to assume that’s the lowest bid, the $19,000? 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  The $19,000 is a service contract from a 

specialized contractor.  Yes Sir.   

 

Council Member Williams:  We only got one? 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  We only got the one. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  Once the windows are removed, once the citizens of High 

Point if they were to spend $19,600 whose property is it? 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  It would be the property of the City of High Point 

up until the amount of the lien was paid off and then, as I understand it, the property of the 

church.  Is that correct JoAnne? 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Sort of.   

 

Council Member Alexander:  Well, I mean, the question is…..they’re beautiful windows.  

They’re historic, but if you’re going to spend $19,600 ultimately, you’re hoping that someone 

finds some way to re-use and to preserve and protect those.  But if there’s no one standing in 

the wings to do that and certainly the church has had that option over all the time going on to 

take the windows out or to contract with someone privately to do that.  I mean I hate to see 

the windows lost, but I also hate to spend nearly $20,000 and then we don’t know what we’re 

going to do with it. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  That leads me to my question.  What kind of experience has the 

city got in selling stained glass windows on the open market? 

 

Council Member Golden:  I think he’s going to address that. 

 

Pastor Michael Robinson:  I think you also have an email that came to us from Mr. Siceloff 

in reference to one of the churches that might be interested in purchasing one or two of the 

windows.  Our whole thing is not to allow the city to take the windows and utilize the 
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windows for the purpose of the city.  Our whole thing is to restore those windows if possible, 

or sell those windows as they are to get what we need to bring down the building ourselves.  

That’s what we want to do.  We don’t want to, you know, slow any progress on Washington 

Street whatsoever.  We know what has to happen.  We understand what has to happen.  The 

city’s been very faithful with us in keeping us in your mind and in your hearts about what we 

need to do, but what we need to do right now is see how we can make this happen so there’s 

no extra amount of money put on the city to do something that the citizens themselves should 

have done.  Now I’ve taken over this project for the last five years and I inherited that.  So 

I’m not one to sit back and say okay you do what you want to do.  No, we’re trying to make 

things happen so that it’s a feasible thing for everybody.  So you give us that opportunity to 

do that and you’re right, they are historic.  They are very historic.  Clemmons actually put 

those windows in and developed those windows, so they do have value.  Some may not 

understand value, but they do.  They’re historic. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  If the windows come out and we spent $20,000, who would 

have control to sell? 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  The city would have control. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  Well, see the whole thing the way it’s set up with you guys, what you’re 

saying is we’ll take the windows.  We’ll possess them.  We’ll own them and we will do an 

auction for those windows to get back the money.  What I’m saying to you is we don’t want to 

do that.  What we’re saying is we want to look at selling the windows now since there is 

interest in purchasing some of the windows.  That would allow us to also bring that building 

down without you incurring that finance.  I don’t want us to be tied to the city, or a lien on 

that property.  We may want to use that property for some other business value.  So that’s 

what we’re trying to do.  This is a business decision. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  What’s the value of those windows each? 

 

Pastor Robinson:  Currently, the value is from $35-$45,000 in the condition they are right 

now.   

 

Council Member Ewing:  Is that an appraised value, or a resell value? 

 

Pastor Robinson:  That’s an appraised value.  You do have a copy of that.  If not, I can get 

that for you. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  I’d like to ask a question.  You said that you inherited this project 

and you’ve been working on it five years. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  Excuse me.   

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  You said you inherited this project and you’ve been working on it 

yourself for five years.  What guarantees are we going to have if you’ve been working on it 

for five years that you’re going to move forward and remove these windows and sell them 

and be able to tear this building down? 
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Pastor Robinson:  I’m not hearing you clearly. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  You said you’ve been working on this project for five years. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  Right.  On the whole building for five years.  Not just the windows, the 

whole building. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  We’re at the point now where this building has got to be demoed.  

It’s in an unsafe condition.  What guarantees would we have that you’re going to be able to 

make something happen within the next 30 days since you’ve been working on this for five 

years. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  In actuality, if we’re working on guarantees, the guarantee is that we’re 

just looking to sell some of those windows so we don’t have to pay….or you don’t have to pay 

the money and then we’re tied in to the city with a lien. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Let’s go back.  Last year we had this same conversation. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  Yes we did. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  It’s been a year. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  Yes Sir. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  The windows are still in the building, so a year later we’re having 

this conversation and we’re now at the point where you’re forcing our hand to do something. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  No, no.  I’m not forcing your hand by any means.  I’ve talked with Mr. 

McCaslin on a number of occasions about bringing the building down.  Nobody’s forcing 

your hand.  We know what has to be done. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Well, we’re elected to protect the citizens in this city.  We have 

staff telling us that this is an unsafe condition for the citizens of this city. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  And I agree with that. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  So for me, that’s forcing my hand.  I have to make a decision.  

We’ve been talking about this for a year.  So what I’m asking you is….a year later, if we were 

to give you an extension tonight, how would we know that you’re going to be able to do that? 

 

Council Member Alexander:  I don’t think he’s asking for an extension.  I think he’s 

asking…. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Well he wants the opportunity to take the windows out. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  No, I think he wants us to take the windows out and give them 

to him. 

 



High Point City Council Minutes September 8, 2015 

Page 26 

 

Pastor Robinson:  No, no.  No, no. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  No, there’s an offer from St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in an 

email that everybody should have that I gave to the Mayor. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  I didn’t get it. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Well, the clerk has them. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  Pastor Robinson….. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  If I could finish, Mr. Ewing. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  Certainly. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  There’s an email that was passed out to everybody from St. 

Mary’s Episcopal Church.  They’re interested in considering an opportunity to fund and save 

and install stained glass windows from the First Baptist Church.  So there’s someone that’s 

interested.  Maybe two or more windows that could come up with the amount of money 

needed for the demolishment of the structure.  And he’s just wanting the opportunity to come 

up with that $30,000 so there’s not a lien on the property. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  See I didn’t know that we had this. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  Well I did say that I believe you had that. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J.  Davis:  Well I just now found out about it. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  It’s there in black and white. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  How long will it take this offer by St. Mary’s to come to some sort of 

positive end? 

 

Council Member Ewing:  I guess the way I read it…. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  There’s a representative here. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  ….it’s singular “a” stained glass window. 

 

Pastor Robinson:  There’s a representative here from St. Mary’s. 

 

Paul Siceloff:  Not all the council members received this.  Pastor Robinson informed me that 

tonight was the threshold night.  We have interest in supporting this project, but we’re not in 

a position to commit yet.  And I think Mr. Robinson gave you a copy of the email.  So we’re 

definitely one interested party.  That’s all we’re going to say.  We are genuinely interested in 

supporting this if we can.   
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Mayor Bencini:  Okay, so Mr. Siceloff, we have the opportunity that possibly something 

could happen.  Okay?  The next question I have to ask is the city….how much time do we 

have left before we need to do something?  I mean apparently Mr. Davis says this was 

discussed a year ago. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  Well if we take the windows out and then demolish the 

building, I guess we hang on to the windows and offer them for sale to whomever we receive 

a satisfactory bid from.  And I would guess that this body would decide whether that’s 

satisfactory or not.  But, I mean….. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  The alternative that I’m hearing is the possibility that St. Mary’s 

contributes to some sort of fund to take the windows out and the city is out of here. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  But I don’t think I heard that they were ready with money 

today.  They were considering a possibility.  That’s a mile off. 

 

Paul Siceloff:  It is a mile off and to be fair, the most recent campaign suggested that there 

were as many as eight windows, picture windows, that were in condition that they might be 

acquired.  I spoke with Al Priest, who is the stained glass expert and consultant for the 

project and he suggested something like a window might be $4,000…it might be 

$2,000-$4,000 additional dollars to restore it sufficiently.  We’re looking at the potential of 

one window-one of eight.  So not $19,000.  So I don’t want to misrepresent. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  I’ve got a question for Randy again.  Double D Construction has 

bid on this project also.  I’m assuming that probably when they have the equipment there, 

they’re going to do both at the same time.  Is that the reason why we got these prices?  Is that 

a consideration or not? 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  As far as I know, the two bids came in at two 

different times, so they are not contingent upon each other.  However, that would make sense 

to move our project along faster. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  And could possibly come back at a less cost.   

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  No, I think these prices are firm. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  But we’re also going to have problems.  The citizens have let 

us know with safety along the street and that kind of thing.  I mean I would be in support of 

the city spending the $19,600 to save and preserve the windows and put them in city storage 

and to then develop an opportunity to make those available to try and recover.  Anything we 

got above the $19,600 go towards helping the church pay down the $23,000 that they’re 

going to be obligated for in the part of a lien, which I think is…..  What the Pastor is saying 

is we’d like a chance to sell the windows to reduce what we owe to the city as a lien. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Has the city done any research?  Because, you know, being in this 

type of business, I would think that if there is a market for it that someone would have 

contacted a few people and said, look, this is an opportunity that we have.  You’d have some 

interest.  But I’m not hearing that we have any interest.  So, you know, being a city 
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government I don’t know what kind of experience you would have in marketing for sale of 

stained glass windows.  And then $19,600….if this was not stained glass windows, we 

wouldn’t even be having this discussion.  We would just knock the building down and that 

would be the end of it.  But, you know, like I said this conversation has been going on for a 

year and we’re looking at $42,000 to remove the structure.  That’s a lot of money. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Well I think if you look at it in the essence of the fact that we do 

have an opportunity to possibly recoup some costs, whereas with the other two items that we 

passed with the incentives, we’re giving money  back to people.  Right here we’re just looking 

at the removal of windows so that they city can bust even in hopes that that would happen.  

With the other, we’re still giving money back to people.  So, I mean, you flip a coin. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  I’LL MAKE A MOTION IF YOU ARE WILLING TO 

ACCEPT A MOTION, WE CAN CONTINUE DISCUSSION, BUT I’LL MAKE A 

MOTION THAT WE MOVE FORWARD WITH A CONTRACT FOR $19,600 TO 

REMOVE AS MANY OF THE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS AS POSSIBLE OUT 

OF THE CHURCH AND FOR THE CITY TO HOLD THOSE WINDOWS AND 

THEN IN ADDITION TO THAT TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THE $23,132 [two 

amounts were noted in the back-up information ($123,142 and $128,142; it was later 

determined that the amount in the bid tabulation ($128,142) was, in fact, the correct amount] 

DEMOLITION AND REMOVAL AND THAT ANY PROCEEDS FROM THE 

WINDOWS GO TOWARDS PAYING DOWN THE WINDOW OBLIGATION FIRST 

AND ANY EXCESS REVENUES MOVE FORWARD TO REDUCING THE $23,132 

LIEN THAT WILL BE ON THE PROPERTY. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Councilman Alexander, I’m not sure that you can designate 

how the lien would be paid off because all of that would be part of the same lien. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  Okay. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Everything else that you stated is pretty much per statute. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  Well that’s fine.  [reworded to:]  ANY MONIES THAT 

WOULD COME IN THROUGH THE MARKETING OF THOSE WINDOWS 

WOULD REDUCE ANY OBLIGATION THAT THE CHURCH MIGHT HAVE 

ATTACHED TO THE PROPERTY.   

 

Council Member Ewing:  So there’s not going to be two separate liens.  It’s just going to be 

a $42,000 lien.  

 
Council Member Williams:  One lien, one debt. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  Whatever the cost is. 

 

City Manager Greg Demko:  And Council I believe the demolition cost is $28,132, not 

$23,132.   

 

Council Member Alexander:  Well in our packet it says $23….. 
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Council Member Ewing:  Page 2.  It’s $28,000. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  Well, which one is right?  $23 or $28? 

 

Mayor Bencini:  It’s always the higher number.  [laughter] 

 

Council Member Alexander:  It does say $28 on page 2 and on page 1 it says $23. 

 

Council Member Golden:  We need clarity on it. 

 

City Manager Greg Demko: The bid tab is also $28.   

 

Council Member Alexander:  So the bid tab and page 2 are both $28.  Okay, so it’s $28,132. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  So we have a motion.  Is there a second? 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  I’ll SECOND YOUR MOTION.   

 

Mayor Bencini:  Any further discussion? 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Has the city given any thought about where they are going to 

store these things?   

 

Council Member Golden:  I didn’t know until tonight. 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  We do have some secured storage at the MOC 

Building on Green Street.  It is lockable. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  I take that you’ve already given it some thought about how you 

would market and sell these things.  What is the plan?  You have no plan? 

 

Mayor Bencini:  We have no experience with the marketing of architectural antiquities. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  Do we need to hire an antiques dealer for this? 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Well, you know, I’m thinking if we remove these things and they 

sit in storage for ten years and they get damaged and a forklift hits them and this and that, I 

just don’t think that the city needs to be in the business of storing building materials and 

trying to market and sell it. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  I think we could, if nothing else, I think we could find a place 

in our Museum.  I mean we’re talking about the history of the African-American community 

in High Point. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  That’s right. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  That goes back to 1905. 
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Council Member Hill:  I agree.  It’s a unique circumstance. 

 

Council Member Alexander:  And honestly….I mean it’s unfortunate that the building can’t 

be saved and we all agree that it needs to be removed.  The question is what’s the value of 

the history of our citizens and their past?  And in all honesty, $19,600 I think is worthy of 

preserving the history and hopefully the windows can be sold and used in our area and a 

tribute given back to those that put their blood, sweat and tears in it because these windows 

are the dreams of our forefathers. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  I agree.  Mr. Alexander, there’s a letter coming around from the 

appraisal company for $45…….well, my question is this if I could get to it….is that it says 

they’re worth maybe $35-$45,000 as is.  Would we be willing to do a wash and just call it 

even for the windows?  For our Museum? 

 

Council Member Alexander:  This is not an offer to purchase.  This is an opinion and you 

can’t spend opinions. 

 

Council Member C. Davis:  Okay. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  I would be willing to ….from a historical standpoint….agree to 

remove one and give that to our Museum or Historical Society, but not eight at $19,000. 

 

Council Member Golden:  Well, I don’t think you can remove one and give it away because 

it’s not ours to do that. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  But if we paid for it, according to this and remove one, we just 

wouldn’t impose a lien for that amount. 

 

City Attorney JoAnne Carlyle:  It is city property.  There may be a discussion at that time 

that would be necessary to determine the value and if, indeed, any of that was applied toward 

the lien. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis:  Somebody could come back and buy it for $48,000. 

 

Deputy City Manager Randy McCaslin:  I will let you know that I have talked to Edith at the 

Museum.  She is interested in two of those windows and I think Pastor Robinson and the 

church has donated other windows.  But the Museum is interested in two of those.  They will 

do private fundraising and feel comfortable they can raise the money.  And we had 

discussions with Mr. Priest, he also has an interest in one or two of the windows.  I’m not 

telling you that we’ve not a market for it, but there is interest. 

 

Council Member Ewing:  Well I guess my question is if there is interest….you know there 

might be interest at $500 or $1,000, but is there interest for $35,000? 

 

Council Member Alexander:  I don’t know and that’s really, in all honesty, I think that’s 

penny foolish of this Council.  I think we have an opportunity to protect and preserve the 

history of our community and I think that has value.  [applause]. 
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So there’s a question on the floor.  I don’t know whether …… 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Any further discussion?  [none]  We have a motion and a second.  All those 

in favor, say Aye. 

 

Mayor Bencini; and Council Members C. Davis, Alexander, Golden, Williams, and Hill:  

Aye. [6] 

 

Mayor Bencini:  Opposed? 

 

Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis and Council Member Ewing:  No. 

 

Mayor Bencini:  That was two.  Okay, that motion carries.  [6-2 vote]  [Council Member 

Wagner was absent] 

 

[end of transcript] 

 

Approved moving forward with a contract for $19,600 to remove the stained glass windows 

from the church located at 701 Washington Street and to move forward with the contract in 

the amount of $28,132 for demolition of the structure at 701 Washington Street with a caveat 

that any monies that would come in through the marketing of the windows would reduce any 

obligation that the church might have attached to the property. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Alexander, seconded by Council Member Davis, 

that this matter be approved. The motion carried by the following 6-2 vote: 
 

Aye (6): Council Member Hill, Council Member Williams, Council Member Golden, Mayor Bencini, 

Council Member Alexander, and Council Member Davis 

Nay (2): Mayor Pro Tem Davis, and Council Member Ewing 

 

Absent (1): Council Member Wagner 

 

150296 Appointments - Human Relations Commission 
Consideration of appointments to the Human Relations Commission. 

 

Appointment of Jenn Brandt to the Human Relations Commission 

Mayor Bencini recommended Jenn Brandt as his potential appointee to the Human Relations 

Commission. 

 

Mayor Bencini moved approval of the appointment of Jenn Brandt to the Human 

Relations Commission.  Council Member C. Davis made a second to the motion. 

 

For further discussion, Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis stressed the importance of diversity on the 

Human Relations Commission and was concerned that the board would not have the 

diversity desired.  Council Member Alexander shared that he does have an African-American 

male in mind for his appointee to the board.  Council Member C. Davis advised that she 

would delay her nomination until she knows what the composition of the board will be.  
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Council Member Hill agreed that Council does need to be mindful as to ethnic religious 

backgrounds. 

 

Council Member C. Davis then called the question. 

 

The motion carried unanimously.  [8-0 vote]  [Council Member Wagner was absent] 

 

 

Appointment of Lisa Duke to the Human Relations Commission 
 

Council Member Ewing then moved to appoint Lisa Duke to the Human Relations 

Commission.  Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis made a second to the motion, which carried 

unanimously.  [8-0 vote]  [Council Member Wagner was absent] 

 

 

150295 Approval of the Minutes of Previous City Council Meetings 
 High Point City Council Meeting; July 20th @ 5:30 p.m. 

 Joint Meeting between the City Council and Planning & Zoning Commission; July 

28th @ 4:00 p.m. 

 Prosperity & Livability Committee Meeting; August 12th @ 9:00 a.m. 

 Finance Committee meeting; August 13th @ 4:00 p.m. 

 Manager’s Briefing Session; August 17th @ 4:00 p.m. 

 High Point City Council Meeting; August 17th @ 5:30 p.m. 

 
The minutes of the preceding minutes were approved as submitted. 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Alexander, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem J. Davis,  

that the preceding minutes be approved. The motion PASSED by an 8-0 unanimous vote. 

 

150270 Boards and Commissions - Vacancy Report 
Attached is the current list of vacancies for all Boards and Commissions. 

 

This information is included for informational purposes only. 

 

Mayor Bencini urged Council Members to review the vacancy report in an effort to populate 

the boards and commissions. 
 

 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

At 7:15 p.m., Council Member Alexander moved to go into Closed Session pursuant to 

N.C. General Statute 143-318.11(a)(4) for the purpose of discussing an economic 

development project.  Council Member Wagner made a second to the motion, which 

carried unanimously. 

 

Council reconvened into Open Session at 8:00 p.m. upon motion duly made and seconded.  

There was no action taken as a result of the Closed Session. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Upon motion by Mayor Pro Tem Davis, and second by Council Member Alexander, Council 

adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

______________________________ 

William S. Bencini, Jr., Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Lisa B. Vierling, MMC 

City Clerk 


