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PURPOSE:  
A request by High Point University to abandon the eastern portion (approximately 845 feet) of the E. Farriss 
Avenue right-of-way, specifically the southern segment of the right-of-way lying between N. Centennial Street 
and Panther Drive (a private drive). In addition, the Planning & Development Department amended the request 
to also abandon that portion of the Fifth Street right-of-way lying between the northern and southern segment 
of the E. Farriss Avenue right-of-way. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:   
The staff report and the Planning & Zoning Commission’s recommendation are enclosed. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT:  
There is no budget impact. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION / ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
A. Staff recommended approval of this request, as outlined in the attached staff report. 

 
B. On June 25, 2017, a public hearing was held before the Planning and Zoning Commission regarding Street 

Abandonment 17-02.  The Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval of these requests, by a 
vote of 7-0, as outlined in the staff report and recommended by staff. 

 
 
 



PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
 
High Point University          Street Abandonment 17-02 
At its July 25, 2017 public hearing, the Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed Street 
Abandonment 17-02.  All members of the Commission were present, except for Andrew Putnam.  
Herbert Shannon, Senior Planner, presented the case and recommended approval of the request as 
outlined in the staff report.    
 
Speaking in favor of the request:  
Speaking in favor of the request, on behalf of the applicant, was Mr. Barry Kitley, Director of 
Special Projects at High Point University.  Mr. Kitley stated that the street abandonment will allow 
the University to improve traffic flow along this portion of the campus boundary and they are 
evaluating the possibility of expanding an abutting parking lot in this area. 
 
Speaking in opposition of the request:  
No one spoke in opposition to this request.  However, Elizabeth and David Brauns, 810 E. Farris 
Avenue, who live near the proposed street abandonment had the following questions: 
 What happens to the abandoned right-of-way, who gets that land area; 
 What happens to utility lines in the right-of-way; 
 What will happen to the park/greenway trail abutting this right-of-way; 
 Can the City sell property they own in this area; and would public hearings be required if the 

University wants to install a brick fence along a portion of the abandoned right-of-way. 
 
These questions were addressed by Herbert Shannon Jr., Senior Planner; Lee Burnette, Planning & 
Development Director and Brent Cole, Assistant City Attorney as follows: 
 If approved, the abandoned right-of-way would be divided with half given to the property owner 

to the north (i.e. City of High Point) and half given to the property owner lying south of the 
right-of-way (i.e. High Point University).   

 Easements will be retained over the existing utility lines.  This will allow access for regular 
inspections and maintenance of these utilities. 

 This street abandonment does not change or impact the abutting park and greenway trail.   
 The North Carolina General Statues address the manner in which property owned by a 

municipality may be sold. 
 As to placement of University signature fence, if it’s in a public right-of-way or on City-owned 

property the City Council must authorize it. 
 
Planning & Zoning Commission Action    
The Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval of Street Abandonment Case 17-02, 
as amended and recommended by staff, by a vote of 7-0. 



CITY OF HIGH POINT 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

STAFF REPORT 

STREET ABANDONMENT CASE 17-02 

July 25, 2017 
 

Request 

Applicant: 

High Point University 
Proposal: 

To abandon the eastern portion (approximately 845 feet) of the 

E. Farriss Avenue right-of-way, specifically the southern 

segment of the right-of-way lying between N. Centennial Street 

and Panther Drive (a private drive).   
 

In addition, the Planning & Development Department amended 

the request to also abandon that portion of the Fifth Street right-

of-way lying between the northern and southern segment of the 

E. Farriss Avenue right-of-way. 
 

Adjacent Streets 

Name: Classification: Right-of-Way and Pavement Width: 

E. Farriss Avenue Local Street 34-foot wide right-of-way;  

26-foot wide paving with curb & gutter 

Fifth Street Local Street 100-foot wide right-of-way  

Unimproved, no street paving  
 

Adjacent Property Zoning and Current Land Use 

North Residential Single Family-3 (R-3) District Greenway trail and single family 

dwellings 

East Institutional (I) District High Point University Campus 

South Conditional Zoning Institutional (CZ-I) 

District 

High Point University Campus 

West Residential Single Family-3 (R-3) District 

 

Greenway trail and portion of E. Farriss 

Avenue to remain a public street 

 

Analysis 

This is a request by High Point University to abandon a portion of an improved street (E. Farriss 

Avenue) and an unimproved street (Fifth Street) that were established with the recoding of a plat 

in 1939 entitled “Plat no. 2 Sherwood Park – Property of O.A. Kirkman”.  These abandonments 

are lying along that portion of E. Farriss Avenue between N. Centennial Street and Panther Drive.  

This part of E. Farriss Avenue has a unique configuration as it consists of a 2-way northern leg 

and a 2-way southern leg.  Between the two legs is a park containing the Phil Wylie Greenway 

which is part of the City’s greenway system.  The requested abandonment is proposed for the 

eastern half of the southern leg of E. Farriss Avenue. 
 

During the past two decades, High Point University has grown in its student population and its 

campus physical configuration.  A sizeable amount of this campus expansion has occurred near 

the southwestern perimeter of the historic campus boundary, from Panther Drive (formally known 
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as West College Drive) westward toward N. Centennial Street, and along both sides of Montlieu 

Avenue.  This expansion has primarily consisted of the University purchasing all parcels within 

city blocks adjacent to the campus.  The University then petitioned to have the public streets next 

to these blocks abandoned.  The blocks and former public streets were then incorporated into the 

campus.   
 

The campus boundary now abuts E. Farriss Avenue, between N. Centennial Street and Panther 

Drive.  The University owns all the property along the southern boundary of the southern leg of E. 

Farriss Avenue, except for 806 and 810 E. Farriss Avenue.  They are petitioning to abandon 

approximate 845 feet of the eastern section of the southern leg of E. Farriss Avenue, as measured 

from Panther Drive.  This abandonment does not include that portion of the public street that is 

next to the two parcels they do not own.  This remaining western part of the street, west to N. 

Centennial Street, will continue to be a public street. 
 

The Planning and Development Department has amended this request to abandon the unimproved 

part of the Fifth Street right-of-way that runs between the northern and southern legs of E. Farriss 

Avenue across the greenway.  Since the University’s abandonment request abuts this unimproved 

part of Fifth Street and there are no plans to improve this portion of Fifth Street, this right-of-way 

would serve no public purpose.   
 

The remaining parcels, 806 and 810 E. Farriss Avenue, will still have frontage to an improved 

public street and public street access to N. Centennial Street.  To ensure the continued convenient 

access for these remaining property owners, the University is proposing to install a T-turnaround 

where the public street ends for the residents, general public, and for large service vehicles.  

Therefore, abandonment of the City’s interest will not deprive any owner of access to their 

property.  Advertisement of the public hearing was completed per requirements of the 

Development Ordinance by sending mailed notices to abutting property owners, placing a notice 

in the High Point Enterprise and the posting of public hearing signs at both ends of the ROW 

proposed to be abandoned. 

 
Findings & Recommendations 

The Technical Review Committee (TRC) reviewed this request and identified no concerns related 

to the abandonment of these right-of-ways.  However, the Public Service Department, Engineering 

Service Department and Electric Department identified City stormwater, sewer, water and electric 

utility lines within these ROWs.  These departments noted that easements must be retained over 

these utility lines.  In addition, a Piedmont Natural Gas line runs along the E. Farriss Avenue and 

the Fifth Street ROW proposed for abandonment.  Also, easement must be retained over this 

private utility line. 
 

Based upon this analysis, this abandonment of the public’s interest and conveyance of the right-of-

way to the abutting property owner, as provided by state statutes, is found not to be contrary to the 

public’s interest and is found not to deprive owners in the vicinity of the right-of-way reasonable 

means of ingress and egress to their property.  The Planning and Development Department 

recommends approval of the request with the retention of the following utility easements: 

1) Retention of a 20-foot wide stormwater/drainage easement centered over the existing 

stormwater lines within and crossing the right-of-ways;  
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2) Retention of a 20-foot wide electrical easement centered over the existing electrical pole and 

service lines within and crossing the right-of-ways; and 

3) Retention of a 20-foot wide sewer line easement centered over existing sewer lines within or 

crossing the right-of-ways; 

4) Retention of a 20-foot wide water line easement centered over existing water lines within or 

crossing the right-of-ways; and  

5) Retention of a 20-foot wide Piedmont Natural Gas easement centered over existing gas lines 

within or crossing the right-of-ways.  

 
 

Report Preparation 

This report was prepared by Planning and Development Department staff member Herbert 

Shannon Jr. AICP, Senior Planner, and reviewed by Robert Robbins AICP, Development Services 

Administrator and Lee Burnette AICP, Director. 
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Attachments:  Photographs (July 2017) and Aerial (2014) 

Looking east along E. Farriss Avenue toward the area of abandonment 

(inwards to the campus). 
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Looking west along E. Farriss Avenue toward the area of abandonment 

(outwards to N. Centennial Street). 
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Looking south toward the unimproved part of Fifth Street 
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Looking north toward the unimproved part of Fifth Street 
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Return to:  Joanne Carlyle, City Attorney 
City of High Point 
P.O. Box 230 
High Point, NC 27261 
Resolution No.  xxxx / 17-xx 

RESOLUTION 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HIGH POINT, IN 
A REGULAR MEETING ASSEMBLED ON THE 7th DAY OF AUGUST, 2017, AT 
5:30 P.M.  IN THE HIGH POINT THEATRE, GALLERY B, 220 E. COMMERCE 
AVENUE, HIGH POINT, NORTH CAROLINA: 

 
Street Abandonment (Closure) Case 17-02  
(abandon the eastern portion of E. Farriss Avenue and abandon a portion of Fifth Street) 
 

WHEREAS, High Point University and the Planning & Development Department has
petitioned the City Council of the City of High Point to permanently abandon
(close) a portion of the E. Farriss Avenue right-of-way and a portion of the
Fifth Street right-of-way: 
 
Part A (portion of E. Farriss Avenue): 
A request to abandon the eastern portion (approximately 845 feet) of the E.
Farriss Avenue right-of-way, specifically the southern segment of the right-of-
way lying between N. Centennial Street and Panther Drive (a private drive),
which is more specifically described as follows.   
 
The intent of this description is to describe for abandonment purposes a portion
of right-of-way for Farriss Avenue as originally dedicated on “PLAT NO. 2
SHERWOOD PARK” as recorded in plat book 11, page 67 of the Guilford
County Register of Deeds.  Said plat dedicates two parallel Farriss Avenues.
All references to Farriss Avenue herein shall indicate the south most of the two
Farriss Avenues as shown on said plat. 
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Commencing at a point on the right-of-way of Farriss Avenue and being a
common corner of lot #2 and lot #3 (the northwest most corner of lot #2 and
the northeast most corner of lot #3) of Block Seven of “PLAT NO. 2
SHERWOOD PARK” as recorded in plat book 11, page 67 of the Guilford
County Register of Deeds, said point also being shown on plat book 189, page
60 as the northeast corner of Harriet E. Brauns and William D., deed book
4348, page 2090; thence along the south right-of-way of Farriss Avenue and
the north line of said lot #2, North 77 Degrees, 45 Minutes East, 60.04 feet to
a point; thence with a curve to the right having a radius of 1145.66 feet for a
distance of 34.96 feet to the common corner of lot #1 and lot #2 of Block Seven
of “PLAT NO. 2 SHERWOOD PARK” as recorded in plat book 11, page 67
to the Point and Place of Beginning for the herein described property; thence
crossing Farriss Avenue in a northerly direction for 34 feet to a point in the
north right-of-way of Farriss Avenue; thence along a curve to the right having
a radius of 1179.66 feet for an approximate distance of 135 feet to a point;
thence North 86 Degrees, 15 Minutes, East, 7.42 feet to a point; thence
continuing with the north right-of-way of Farriss Avenue, North 86 Degrees,
15 Minutes East, approximately 148 feet to a point; thence North 86 Degrees,
15 Minutes East, 30.61 feet to a point; thence along a curve to the left having
a radius of 1571.21 feet for 278.80 feet to a point; thence North 76 Degrees, 5
Minutes East, 82.30 feet to a point; thence continuing with the north right-of-
way of Farriss Avenue in a northeasterly direction approximately 170 feet to
the west margin of the abandoned West College Drive per resolution recorded
in deed book 7559, page 56; thence in a southerly direction along the western
margins of the previously abandoned West College Drive approximately 34
feet to the south right-of-way of Farriss Avenue; thence in a westerly direction
with the south right-of-way of Farriss Avenue approximately 170 feet to the
north east most corner of lot #1 of Block Eight of “PLAT NO. 2 SHERWOOD
PARK” as recorded in plat book 11, page 67; thence with the south right-of-
way of Farrisss Avenue and the north line of lots 1 through 4 of Block Eight of
“PLAT NO. 2 SHERWOOD PARK” as recorded in plat book 11, page 67, the
following three calls, (1) South 76 Degrees, 5 Minutes West, 67.05 feet, (2)
along a curve to the right having a radius of 1,605.21 feet an arc distance of
284.83 feet to a point; thence continuing with the south right-of-way of Farriss
Avenue in an easterly direction along the northern margins of the previously
abandoned section of Fifth Street per Resolution recorded in Deed Book 7274
Page 1659 approximately 155.5 feet to a point in the north line of lot #1 of
Block Seven of “PLAT NO. 2 SHERWOOD PARK” as recorded in plat book
11, page 67; thence continuing with the south line of Farriss Avenue and the
north line of lot #1 with a curve to the left having a radius of 1145.66 feet for
a distance of approximately 135 feet to the Point and Place of Beginning. 
  
Together with any right-of-way of Farriss Avenue, which may have been
dedicated by recordation of that “Exclusion Map for High Point University” as
recorded in plat book 191, page 140. 
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Part B (portion of Fifth Street): 
A request to abandon that portion of the Fifth Street right-of-way lying between
the northern and southern segment of the E. Farriss Avenue right-of-way,
which is more specifically described as follows 
 
The intent of this description is to describe for abandonment purposes a portion
of right-of-way for Fifth Street as originally dedicated on “PLAT NO. 2
SHERWOOD PARK” as recorded in plat book 11, page 67 of the Guilford
County Register of Deeds. Said plat dedicated a section of Fifth Street between
two parallel Farriss Avenues. This section of Fifth Street was not improved,
and consisted of two parallel lanes of 34 feet each, divided by a 32-foot wide
island/median. The following description includes the area within the
island/median. 
        
Commencing at a point on the right-of-way of Farriss Avenue and being a
common corner of lot #2 and lot #3 (the northwest most corner of lot #2 and
the northeast most corner of lot #3) of Block Seven of “PLAT NO. 2
SHERWOOD PARK” as recorded in plat book 11, page 67 of the Guilford
County Register of Deeds, said point also being shown on plat book 189, page
60 as the northeast corner of Harriet E. Brauns and William D., deed book
4348, page 2090; thence along the south right-of-way of Farriss Avenue and
the north line of said lot #2, North 77 Degrees, 45 Minutes East, 60.04 feet to
a point; thence crossing Farriss Avenue in a northerly direction for 34 feet to a
point in the north right-of-way of Farriss Avenue; thence with a curve to the
right having a radius of 1,179.66 feet for an arc distance of 175.01 feet to a
point; thence continuing with the right-of-way of Farriss Avenue North 86
Degrees, 15 Minutes, East, 7.42 feet to a point in the west right-of-way of Fifth
Street and being the Point and Place of Beginning for the herein described
property; thence with the west right-of-way of Fifth Street the following three
calls, (1) along a curve to the left having a radius of 26.42 feet, for an arc
distance of 41.08 feet to a point, (2) North 3 Degrees, 30 Minutes East, 78.06
feet to a point, (3) along a curve to the left having a radius of 26.42 feet, for an
arc distance of 44.86 feet to a point on the south side of the 34 foot wide right-
of-way of Farriss Avenue; thence North 86 Degrees, 15 Minutes East along a
new line being 17 feet south and parallel to the centerline of Farriss Avenue an
approximate distance of 148 feet to a point in the east right-of-way of Fifth
Street; thence with the east right-of-way of Fifth Street the following three
calls, (1) along a curve to the left having a radius of 28.42 feet, an arc distance
of 41.00 feet to a point, (2) South 3 Degrees, 30 Minutes West, 78.06 feet to a
point, (3) along a curve to the left having a radius of 26.43 feet, an arc distance
of 44.86 feet to a point on the north right-of-way of Farriss Avenue; thence
South 86 Degrees, 15 Minutes West along a new line being 17 feet north and
parallel to the centerline of Farriss Avenue an approximate distance of 148 feet
to the Point and Place of Beginning. 
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WHEREAS, the petition has been duly filed with this Council in a Regular meeting 
assembled on the 17th day of July, 2017, at 5:30 p.m. setting the 7th day of 
August, 2017 at 5:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Municipal 
Building, as the time and place for a public hearing before said Council on 
said petition, and public notice of said time and place was ordered given, all 
pursuant to North Carolina G.S. 160A-299; and 
 

WHEREAS, due and proper notice of said hearing to be heard on the petition at this 
meeting of City Council was made by publication in the High Point Enterprise 
for four (4) consecutive weeks, beginning July 21 & 28, 2017  and August 4 
& 6, 2017; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the above entitled matter, pursuant to said resolution and notice was called for 
hearing before said Council at which time there was no objection or 
opposition offered on the part of any firm or corporation to abandon (closure) 
of the above described portions of E. Farriss Avenue and Fifth Street; and  
 

WHEREAS, it appearing to the satisfaction of this Council and the Council finds as a fact 
that the said right-of-way as herein described is not necessary for ingress and 
egress to any land adjoining said street; that the closing of said street is not 
contrary to the public interest and that no other individual, firm or corporation 
owning property in the vicinity of said street, or in the subdivision in which 
said street is located, will be deprived of reasonable means of ingress or egress 
to this property. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  

1. That the portion of E. Farriss Avenue and that portion of Fifth Street right-of-way, as 
described above, be closed pursuant to North Carolina G.S. 160A-299;  

2. That the City of High Point shall retain a 20-foot wide stormwater/drainage easement 
centered over the existing stormwater lines within and crossing the right-of-ways;  

3. That the City of High Point shall retain a 20-foot wide electrical easement centered over 
the existing electrical pole and service lines within and crossing the right-of-ways;  

4. That the City of High Point shall retain a 20-foot wide sewer line easement centered over 
existing sewer lines within or crossing the right-of-ways; 

5. That the City of High Point shall retain a 20-foot wide water line easement centered over 
existing water lines within or crossing the right-of-ways; and  

6. That the City of High Point shall retain a 20-foot wide Piedmont Natural Gas easement 
centered over existing gas lines within or crossing the right-of-ways.  

7. That a copy of this resolution be filed in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Guilford 
County, North Carolina. 
 

By order of the City Council, 
this the 7th day of August, 2017 
Lisa B. Vierling, City Clerk 




